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Mollers' () involvement in towage can be traced back to about 1881, when Nils Moller became
beneficial owner of the segoing, twinscrew tugHeron(141/72) (registered owners J. Sharp & P.V.
Grant), which was probably intended to service his large fiéehiling vessels. He seems to have been
active in the management of the Shanghai Tug Boat Association and, after its incorporation in 1887,
shareholder and director of the Shanghai Tug Boat Co. Ltd, but he retired as director in 1897 and played
no rolein the subsguent formation of the Shanghai Tug & Lighter Co. Ltd.

In the mid1930s Moller & Co., which operated a large fleet of ships and a small dockyard at Pootung
formerly owned by the New Engineering & S.B. Workentered the field of towage and salvage in a

big way. The first tugs may have been the little docytagsAnnette Mollerand Muriel Moller. In 1934

Moller & Co. bought three much larger tugs in the Philippir@&sristine Molleand Margaret Moller

were icebreaker/tugs built in Shanghai for the Russian Government and based at Vladivostok but after
the collapse of the White Government they had ended up in the Philippines and been converted for
commercial work. Mollers refitted them both as salvagestu@f 800 tons and for that time a remarkable
3,000 ihpChristine Mollewas still one of the largest and most powerful salvage tugs in the world. During
the cold North China winters, her icebreaking capacity also came in useful in icebound ports such as
Tientsin. The harbour tuBiana Moller(asSalvador )iwas towed from the Philippines by tl@&hristine

Moller and arrived in Shanghai early in July 1935 after being detained for a fortnight by the Japanese at
Takao (Taiwan), where they had to put in to replenish bunkers after encountering heavy weather.

While Mollers' immediate aim may have been to serve its own substantial fleet, the obvious intention
was to break the Shanghai Tug & Lighter Co. monopoly on towage in Shanghai, as well as to gain a share
of lucrative salvage work on the China coast. THecoke was Mollers' Towages Ltd (MTL), registered at
Shanghai on 31 August 1935 as a joint venture between Eric and Chris Moller. MTL took over the five
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Moller & Co. tugs plus the collithel Moller as built she had been fitted to tow sailing vessels between
Sydney and Newcastle (NSW). Outbreak of the-$apanese War in July 1937 was a golden opportunity
and MTL immediately scoured the world East of Suez for tugs and small vessels suitabledmsian

to salvage work. The "SautfassPauline Mollewas purchased in Durban and sailed on 4 March 1938

for Karachi, where under former Shanghai pilot Capt. Norris Asquith she took fister8@0pper bages

in tow for Shanghai. The tow broke about 600 miles west of the northern tip of Sumatra but on 20 July
all craft reached Hong Kong, whd?auline Molledropped off two of the barges. Meanwhile, MTL had
taken delivery there of two local salvage tugsu Sing WwS a O0dzS { GF NRO KIFIR 06SSy
lighthouse vessel for the Hong Kong Government for use during and after the typhoons that frequently
struck the colony. She turned out to be an extravagant luxury. When the big typhoon struck on 2
September 1937, she went ashore and had to be abandoned as a constructive total loss. Mollers may
well have been the salvors. Mollers also bought the older salvageTl#ilgpo 1(1911) that Taikoo
Dockyard had just replaced by a new salvage Tagkool was to have towedau Sindo Shanghai in
convoy withPauline Molle and the three remaining hoppers but this had to be deferred until September
while Kau Singompleted repairsPauline Molleproceeded on 2 August and, despite a typhoon off the
mouth of the Yangtse, arrived safely on 11 August after a #/846€ tow over 118 days and an even
longer delivery voyage of 11,491 miles from Durban (China Press, 12/8/38). TaikBaw&ingvere

duly refitted and in 1938/39 becam@armen MolleandHenriette Mollerespectively.

CHRISTINE MER aShanghaig A 1 K a2t f SNEQ &ISthef1930s sheaves 2y Fdzy y S
the most powerful salvage tug in Chinese waters (coll. Hans Hoffman).

Before the end of the 1938 MTL had taken delivery of another three vessels from HondHi€angtte
Moller (exKau Sing NJ WwSa0dzS {GFNRU KIFIR 6SSy odzZAfd +Fa |
Kong Government, with a view to use in the typhoons which frequently struck the colony. She turned
out to be an extravagant luxury. When the big typhoon struck on 2 Sdmeri©37, she went ashore



and had to be abandoned as a constructive total loss. Mollers may well have been the salvors for by
September 1938 she was reported as having completed repairs and being about to sail for Shanghai in
the company of thélaikoo KCarmen Mollex, which the Taikoo Dockyard had replaced by a new salvage
tug, and the two hoppers dropped off in Hong Kong in Julpduyline Moller The third vessel acquired

at this time,Edith Moller had a most curious history. Built for Smits in 189&waarte Zegone of the
company's first twefunnelled deepsea salvage tugs, she was sold to the Russians in 1904, managed to
survive the Japanese onslaught at Tsushima in the following year, was involved in the evacuation of
Vladivostok in October 1922 and ended up in the Philiggas an interisland ferry Mollers bought her

in Hong Kong, where she had reportedly been laid up for some #sieonfirmed byn early postwar

sketch by Fukushehad been built upvith extrapassengesuperstructure Mollers may have intended

to useher as a tender in Shanghai. In the event her conversion was delayed by a fire which broke out
while loading lubricating oil for Shanghai. In 1939 the company was able to buy the passenger tender
Dollar(Merry Mollep) which had long served in that role at Shanghai for the Dollar Line.

Although all Mollers' Towages vessels exdegith Mollerwere listed as either tugs or salvage vessels,
only part of the fleet was employed in harbour towage at Shanghai while profitable salvage and deepsea
towage, not least for the expanding Moller fleet, was intermittent. The challenge was therefore to keep
the fleet regularly employed instead of lying alongside on stayndn March 1935 the Chinese Chamber

of Commerce in Shanghai had sent a telegram of complaint to the Ministry of Communicationsatin beh

of the Shanghai Navigation Association that Moller & Co. were running vessels from Shanghai to Fukien
outports (Fuching, Hsing Hua, etc.) in violation of treaty provisions. The original complainant, Cheng An
Navigation Co., had objected to the compigtit for their Fu Anand Fu PingChina Press, 9/3/35) and

the foreshadowed introduction ofChristine Mollerand Margaret Mollerto that trade. This timing
suggests a link with formation of MTL just one month later. Photographs of MTL vessels (as below) sho
no signs of structural alterations that would point to their conversion for salvage work. On both grounds
AG asSSya tA1Ste GKIFIG GKS RSaAaAayriaAzy 2F walt gl 3
to loading places along the China cbaed Yangtse that otherwise would have been inaccessible for
Britishflag shipping. Small Chinese shipowners were clearly annoyed but the consignors/consignees
would all have been Chinese merchants.

After outbreak of the Sindapanese War in July 1937, the carriage of freight became all the more
important because Chinedtag shipping was shut down by the Japanese blockade. By late 1937 many
Chineseowned vessels had or were being transferred to fgreflags of convenience for what was, in

effect, blockade running. Moreover, the sinking of booms to block the river at Shanghai (Nantao) and at
YAFY3@AYy 2y GKS [26SNJ ly3iasS YSIyd GKFEG NROSN
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of which could carry as much as a thousand tons of cargo, were small enough to hug the coast and put
into small settlements. Some of the outward cargo fronai®fhai comprised supplies for Republican
F2NOSa o6dzi GKS NBGdzZNY GNIYRS gl a ftyz2ad SydANSt
swelling population through the influx of refugees. Apart from grain, the staples vegetables, eggs,

poultry, fish,sometimes wine below, live carg@pigs and cattlgon top. Mollers found a niche in carrying

pigs, a premium trade and, remarkably, it was the big icebretakgsalvage vessé&hristine Mollethat

proved best suited with a licence to carry 1,200 pigs, a couple of hundred passengers and assorted cargo
along with two laden barges or junks in tow. The Japanese tolerated the trade but by April/May 1938



were forcefully seeking to impose a tax of $1/pig. Detention of vessels for inspection and sometimes
seizure of cargo by the Japanese became a common occurrence, not infrequently leading to a lot of dead
pigs that had been held too long in cramped spaces.

Apart from seizure by the Japanese, another risk was attack by pirates. In November 1938 Christine
Moller (Capt. M.L. Zolotuhin) was set upon by three pirate junks inbound to Shanghai (CP, 21/11/38).
Four months earlieMargaret Mollerhad been similarly attacked off Woosung while towing two lighters

and two junks, of which the latter were seized. It was a risky game that demanded enterprise and
courage of the master and compradore, but the profits must have been great. By April 1838ydr,

the Japaneswere preventingChristine Mollet y R | f &\®harfggufkontb&ing pigs at Hsinkiang

(for Chinkiang) and that same month opened a new cattle market at Hongkew in the Japanese concession.
Merchants were now expected to send their livestock by Japanese steamer and pay a tax of $2/head (CP,
14/4/39, NCH, 19/4/9).

Only some MTL vessels were so employed. Mollers were always opportunistic and took on any profitable
business that was on offdBoard of Trade records (BT 389 series) reveal that during-498%ie Moller

was sailing from Shanghai alternately north to Tongkusmdhwardsbeyond Foochow téisnhua Bay
(Sound). Bothlessie Molleand Marie Moller were in service between Shanghai and the southern
outport of Wenchow but the latter also voyaged as far as Penang in the last quarter of 1939 and to
Rangoon in mid940.Kathleen Mollewas used mainly on the Yangtse. By 1941, however, the Japanese
had imposed a virtual stranglehold, the permit system was suspended, and all but Japanese shipping and
trade came to avirtual standstill.

Outbreak of the Pacific War found most of the fleet still on the China Coast. Of the 19 tugs and salvage
vessels, 11 were seized by the Japanese and 5 were scuttled in HondCEwoimne Mollerwhich had

been requisitioned in January 1940, was torpedoed in the North Sea in I8&#jette Moller
requisitioned at Hong Kong in September 1941, escaped from Hong Kong and survived the war in home
waters, only to strand with her tow at the outset of her redelivery voyage in October 1946. At the end
ofthe War2 y f & { Kl&ssPélite Myglléremained under Mollers' control, having been engaged

in war duties in the relative safety of the Indian Ocean. Another twelve vessels were eventually located
afloat: Christinen SingaporeMargaret, Carmen, Edith, Jessie, JosepaimtReadyin Japan andDiana,

Merry, Gertrude, Annette and Muriel Mallen ShanghaiReady Mollerwas broken up almost
immediately.Carmen Moller, Christine Moller, Diana Moled Edith Mollerreverted to Mollers in 1947

on release fronrequisition but were immediately disposed dessie Molleand Josephine Mollewvere
reconditioned but not for service with MTL. Apart from the three small dockyard tugs in Shanghai, only
the tenderMerry Mollerreverted to the operational MTL fleet, though from early 1947 to 1949 she was
chartered to King Tai Hong for use as a ferry between Hong Kong and Macao.

Eric Moller (snr) survived internment in Shanghai. On regaining his freedom, now aged seventy, he set
about restoring activities in Shanghai with his son Lindsay while his other sons managed operations in
London and South Africa. Shanghai was no longeeatyt port with extraterritorial legal rights, so
attention turned to Hong Kong as a postwar base of operations. In May 1946, Mollers and S.T. Williamson
jointly acquired a controlling interest in the Hong Kong & Whampoa Dock, to \Wiaigline Molleand

the small harbour tugsertrude Mollerwere transferred in miel947. Two years later the steam tug



Allegiance livas bareboat chartered from The Admiralty and managed by MTL on behalf of the Dock
Company.

MTL itself was reegistered in Hong Kong on 1 October 1947. With wartime wreckage strewn all through
Southeast Asia, China and Japan, there was any amount of potential salvage work with towage and
scrapping as ancillary operations. Nothing could be dbpeever, without a salvage fleet. Rather than
wait on the return and reconditioning of its elderly and underpowered prewar vessels, Mollers took
advantage of the availability of modern warbuilt tonnage now surplus to military needs. Hi94id

MTL stakedts claim in the salvage and towage field by bringing on station in Hong Kong thet®,200
16-knot salvage tu@garoline Mollera 'Bustler' class vessel bareboat chartered from The Admiralty. One
of her first jobs in September 1947 was to assist in the refloating of the Shell-chtadker Cyrena

from a reef in the Trobriand Islands off New Guinea. She was joined in 1947 by theill 513" diesel
electric tugMargaret Mollerand then in January 1948 by two sister tugs purchased as war surplus at
Qubic Bay and duly commissionede®sty Mollerand Patricia Moller The only tugs still permanently
stationed in Shanghai were the small dockyard tAgsette Mollerand Muriel Moller, which in August
1952 were nationalised by the Chinese government along with the Moller dockyard and scrapyard.

The former salvage vesselessie Molleand Josephine Mollewere transferred to the Angl€hinese
Shipping Co. Ltd and refitted to carry cargo on the China Coast.

Reflecting the company's new base of operations and to highlight its salvage expertise, on 9 January
1952 MTL was restyled Hong Kong Salvage & Towage Co. Ltd (HKST). It hired as its salvage director th
experienced W.A. (Sandy) Doust, who had just finigfiegtting the clearance of Hong Kong harbour.
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not just in the China Sea but as far afield as India, Australia and Japan. The biggest operation involving
the clearance of wrecks from Okinawa seems to have wound down after the retimnoe Salvoio

Hong Kong in June 1951, after which salvage plant was moved into Southeast Asia for similar work.
Besides the tugs listed below, MTL/HKST also deployed large and small dumb barges, two crane barges,
a small sheerlegs pontoon and, from 1951 to 1959, 46&4ton concretebuilt floating repair shop
Autumnlight

Salvage and towage combined to feed Mollers' shipbreaking yards. In Shanghai, where Mollers had gone
into shipbreaking in the 1930s under the style of Mollers' Sui Dah, scrapping was carried on even after
the Communist takeover, with the 'Libert€ecil G. Selle§216/44) being broken up there as late as
November 1950Henry L. Abbot(7176/43), which had been salvaged in Hong Kong after a typhoon and
was intercepted by Nationalist forces under tow@Hiristine Molleto Shanghai, on release in August
195m gl a G26SR FNRBY YSSftdzy3d ol O1 G2 1 2y3 Y2y3a F2I
of the colony's main shipbreakers. Some examples of long tows to Hong Kong for demolition were
Admiral Chas€3286/20) from Colombo bZaroline Molleiin January 1952, th&#ungana(3351/20)

from Sydney by hristine Mollein February/April 1952, the double tow Bilga(3308/20) andDundula
(3344/20) from Sydney b@astle Peakex Caroline Molleron 6 April 1953 and the failed winter tow of
Arkaba(4211/24) byAllegiance Ifrom Port Lincoln to Hong Kong in JAlygust 1953. A few of these
salvage and/or towage jobs appeared in Lloyd's Register under Mollers' own&slipG. Sellerarhich

was towed from Fremantle in February 1949 and, as mentioned, was broken up in Shanghai at the end




of 1950, andAnhui(3494/25), refloated from the Swatow Bar in August 1950 and towed back to Hong
Kong. Though some of these vessels were briefly registered to HKST, they are not included in the
subsequentist.

-~

CASTLE PEAK rigging towilgaand Dundula Sydney, 6 April 1953 (Coll. I. Edwards).

During the 1950s the HKST fleet was gradually scaled back. After <aleistine Moller(ex Frosty

Moller) andMargaret Mollerin 1951 ,Golden Cap (exPatriciaMoller) became the tug on regular station

in Hong Kong. In 195¥llegiance Wwas taken over by the Dockyard and in 1@&®wler(exCastle Peak
exCaroline Molle) was taken back by the Admiralty after Mollers had baulked at the charter hire asked
for renewal.Golden Capearried on alone until 1971 when, in the face of stiff Japanese competition and
the decline of local shipbreaking, Mollers pulled out of salvage, selling the tug to Luzon Stevedoring and
the salvage plant to SELCO of Singapore. HK$dh sihce December 1961 been owned by Mollers'
Trusts with one management share in the hands of Mollers' Ltd and then, from June 1967, by Banco
Nominees with the one other share in the hands of the Bank of Bermuda, was sold in February 1972 to
Hong Kong &Vhampoa Dock Co. Ltd.

Sources

The original text drew mainly on contemporary reports in the North China Herald, Hong Kong Weekly
Press and South China Morning Post, the company file in the Hong Kong Registry of Companies, the Hong
Kong Shipping Register and company advertisements gluseafrom David Hancox and Buster Browne.

It has been updated with further material frofhe China Presthe fleet list has been updated with the
assistance of Peter Cundall on vessels that came under the Japanese flag during World War 1l and some
further details from the Board of Trade 889 series (national archives.gov.uk).



FLEET LIST

MARGARET MOLLER®3541) 468/16 (tug)

Built by Shanghai D. & E. Co. Ltd, Shanghai as icebreaker/tug for RussiaN|&twbstok as ILIA
MUROMETS. 22/10/22 evacuated White troops from Vladivost8&/1/23 arrived at Manila via
Shanghai and laid up. 1923 sold to Visayan Stevedoring Co., lloilo r. CAMPEADOR. 1934 sold to M&
717135 refloatedHopecragff Woosung o/v Chinwangtadankow (coal). 9/35 t/f to MTL. 34/3/37 with
Christine Mollerefloated Changteh(Lee Ping S.S.) after 20/3 grounded at Shaweishan o/v from Tsingtao
(coal). 21/7/38 attacked by pirate junks above Woosung, two loaded lighters seized (CP, 23/338).

t/f to MTL. 23/7/38 attacked by pirate junks near Woosung. 2/40 requisitioned by R.N. 12/12/41 at Hong
Kong scuttled by gunfire in R.N. drydock (witklS Moth) and 25/12/41 captured there by Japsse.

2/42 repairs completed r. MAGANEARU( ). 19/3/43 listed as miscellaneous captured vessel No.
1560, temporarily assigned to Yokosuka naval port. 8/44 participated in salvage of Haikezi Maru

off Kita Shiretoko Misaki, Karafuto (Sahkalien). 8@d&overed but remained under Japanese control.
2/12/48 dranded in Hirado Seto, Nagasaki kd7/12 refloated and taken to Sasebo for repairs. 1/4/49
assigned to Maritime Safety Agency as salvage vessel and tug STR 01/MAGANE MARU stationed a
Nagasaki, later at Kochi. 24/12/49 ownership t/f from MSA to MigisfrFinance. 1/9/50 discarded by

MSA and presumably sold for breaking up in Japan.

MARGARET MOLLER alongside DIANA MOLLER (M. Rosholt, UoB).
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MARGARET MOLL&Bhgside ROSALIE II\/I‘OLBEEhanghai‘.('HAarrison Fofman, UWM Libraries).

CHRISTINEOLLER193547) 800/17 (salvage tug)

Built by Shanghai D. & E. Co. Ltd, Shanghai as icebreaker/tug for Russian Govt, Vladivostok as BAIKAI
22/10/22 evacuated White troops from VladivostoB1/1/23 arrived at Manila via Shanghai and laid up.
1925 sold to Madrigal & Co., Manila r. TITANIA418old to M&Co., conv. to salvage tug r. CHRISTINE
MOLLER. Mi8/35 interned for fortnight atTakao after put into Kaikow o for bunkers after heavy
weather tow of Salvador 1(252/04). 9/35 t/f to MTL. 2/36 in use as icebreaker at Taku but contract
cancdled after stem damage; 27/3 began work at Newchwang on charter to Manchukuo Govt. 25/12/36
refloated USAT Chaumordshore at Chinwangtao (16/12). 34/3/37 witflargaret Moller refloated
Changteh(Lee Ping S.S.) after 20/3 grounded at Shaweishan o/v from Tsingtao (coal), towed to Shanghai.
20/11/38 attacked by pirate junks off Woosung inbound from Tingki8f/41 seized by Japanese at
Shanghai. 6/5/42 comm. as IJN armed salvage ship KURUSHIMA gtationed at Singapore. 8/45
surrendered at Singapore. 1947 under MOT control. 8/47 rereg. at Hong Kong but 10/47 resold to
Chinese, evidently for locakdolition.

CHRISTINE MOLLER at Shanghkai( Shose




CHRISTINE MOLLER in ice (M. Hori).



[INS KURUSHIMA (Lt. Cmdr. Shizuo Fukui).

DIANA MOLLER93541) 252/04 (tug)
Built by Osaka Iron Works, Osaka for Atlantic Gulf & Pacific Coast Co., Manila as ROBERT K. 1912 sold"

Insular Lumber Co., Manilar. W.P. CLARK. 1923 sold to Visayan Stevedoring Co., lloilo r. SALVADOR. 19
r. SALVADOR II. 1934 sold to M&Co.-Mid5 irterned 2 weeks at Takao during tow lloilo/Shanghai by
Christine Moller7/35 arrived at Shanghai r. DIANA MOLLER. 9/35 t/f to MTL. 8/12/41 seized by Japanese
at Shanghai and conv. to minesweeper r. KOHO MARU No.2 GO ( ). 11/4/45 mined and sunk

about 11km downstream from Woosung. Raised and post 9/45 reverted to DIANA MOLLER operated by
aAYAAOGNE 2F ¢NIyaLR2NI® mpnt NBGdZNYySR G2 ac¢[ oa?2
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DIANA MOLLER at Shanghai during ept. 1937 bon(tn'et).



ETHEL MOLLER3341) 912 (1110) /9% (Q4cy/170 nhp/10k)

Built by Fleming & Ferguson, Paisley as coastal collier (with towing gear) for J. & A. Brown, Newcastle
(NSW) as DUCKENFIELD, 19/9/90 arrived Sydney. 28/8/02 two men killed, three injured in steam pipe
explosion during overhaul at Hexham. 7/3/03 towed désted barque Samuel Plimsoll (1491/73) from

Port Chalmers to Sydney, then 15/5 from Newcastle with coal for Albany for use as hulk. 11/27
withdrawn for special survey and major refit at Sydney, 16/3/28 towed to Hexham for completion but
laid up as reserveessel. 1931 t/f in layp to J. & A. Brown & Abermain Seaham Collieries Ltd. 5/33 sold

to M&Co. r. ETHEL MOLLER (reg. at Auckland). 2/7/33 sailed Newcastle for Shanghai, where chartered
to Kailan Mng Admin. for Chinwangt&hanghai coal trade.7/7/35 assid Christine/Margaret Moller

in refloating Hopecrag off Woosung o/v Chinwangtéankow (coal). 9/35 t/f to MTL and conv. to
salvage vessel. 5/34/37 o/c China Import & Export Lumber Co. for Yangtse trade. 9/37 o/c to Kung Chi
S.S. Co. for Tsingt&hanghi Power Co. coal contract. 25/12/41 scuttled at Hong Kong. 9/42 salvaged
by Japanese r. GYOUN MARU (), operated as Army transport Shangfiakao (Kaohsiung)/Hong

Kong. 17/3/43 awarded to Japanese Govt by Sasebo Prize Court. 4/7/44 escaped damagy®yn co
TakaeHong Kong when attacked by submarine USS Seahorse but Gyoyu Maru (ex Joan Moller) sunk.
12/10/44 bombed and sunk when anchored off Seitsu Wan (Hsitzu Bay), Takao during large air raid by
U.S. carriebased aircraft [Cundall].
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with raked masts and coaling gaffs (A.W.B. Dufty).

enlarged bridge and raised bo@DuftyNAA collection).

MINNIE MOLLER93740) 377/09 (salvage tug)

Built by Trondheims Mek. V/S, Trondheim for A/S Det Nordenfjeldske Dykker Selskab, Trondheim as
NIDAROS. 1912 sold to Det Norsk Bjergnfmysp., Trondheim. 1923 sold to Em. Z. Svitzers Bjergnings
Ent., Copenhagen r. DANMARK37 sold at Copenhagen to MTL and ¢.17/4 as MINNIE MOLLER (Capt.
B.1.J. Johanssen) sailed for Shanghai (29/6/37). 6/7/37 refloated Wan Tai (719/10) from Tungsha Sands.
5/8/38 on charter to Chinese detained by Chekiang authorities at Tinghai, 30/8 reld£3%on charter

to Kailan Mining Admin. 2/40 req. by RN for use at Hong Kong as auxiliary minesweeper. 25/12/41 lost

at Hong Kong.
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MINNIE MOLLER assisting the French cruiser LAMRIQUETSK cofl).



MARIE MOLLER93741) 593/09 (salvage vessel)

Built by Earle's S.B. Co. Ltd., Hull for N. Cain's Coastg.&S. Co. Ltd, Sydney for Sydney/Port
Macquarie trade as MACQUARIEZ25 laid up at Sydney. 4/29 sold to A.G. Palser (ben. owner On Chong
& Co. Ltd), Sydney (reg. Wellington) for Gilbert Is. trade. 8/35 reg. owners On Chong & Co. Ltd (W.R.
Carpenter & Co. Ltd, Sydney mgrs). 5/37 sold at Hong Kong to/RTlat Shanghai r. MARIE MOLLER
20/9/40 at Haimen struck by Japanese shell, no injuries. 8/12/41 seized off Ningpo by Japanese auxiliary
gunboat Shinko Marwvhile towing lighterAutumnlight r. KYOKKO MARU (). Allocated to Chuka
Rinsen (puppet Chinese Government) for use as cargo Bii@5 sunk in collision witliNiigata Maru

in 33.44N 132.10E off Yashima, Yamaguchi Ken (not off .Me'rgui, Burma).

| —

MARIE MOLLER&fHson Forman, UWM Libraries).




With CAROLINE MOLLER (near) and MINNIE MOLLER (far) (Ebay).

CAROLINE MOLLERB7-40) 444/19 (tug)

Built by Livingston & Cooper Ltd, HessleRN as ST. MABYN. 1920 laid up. 5/26 sold to John Brown,
Newcastle (NSW)1/8 arrived at Newcastle and laid up at Hexham (NSW). 4/2%shalfe to Stephen
Brown. 5/31 sold by executors of John Brown (died 5/3/30) to Waratah Tug & Salvage Co. Lagl, Sydn
but laid up at Balmairb/37 sold to MTL and 11/6 left Newcastle towi@gombar(581/12) for Rabaul,
thence Shanghai (14/7) where 28/7 r. CAROLINE MOLLER. 12/37 towed disabled Vigeo into Yokohama
17/1/38 arrived Shanghai towirigabel Molle7/1 brokepropeller shaft o/v YokohamBairen for DKK)

(CP 19/1/38). 25//7/38 (Cordy) towedTheresa Mollerl,620nm. from Sovvetska to Shanghai. 6
9/9/38 towed Hilda Mollerfrom Ariake Bay to Shanghai after holed by grounding o/v Nadaka Bar

(CP, 10/9/38). 10/2/39 while alongside bridge damaged in contact ailios IIberthing at Shanghai.
pkpkodg (0221 2 MaacCaNrmstrafidé®arid bbokeN i) tivo on Wood Island, 130m from
Shanghai. 31/12/3%ft Gibraltar in convoy HG&3 for UK. 1/40 req. by R& rescue tug. 7/10/42 torp.

and sunk by #oats of 2nd and 4th S. Flotilla in North Sea.
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CAROLINE MOLLER (lower funnel) (M. Rosholt, UoB).

ELSIE MOLLEFB3841) 1136/04 (salvage vessel)

Built by Fred. Krupp A.G., Kiel for Jaluit G/S, Hamburg for Marshall Is. trade as GERMANIA. 5/8/14 seizeo
at Sydney. 1915 reg. at London for The Admiralty as MAWATTA and chartered by Commonwealth Govt
to Burns Philp & Co. Ltd, Sydney for island trade. @f#rtered to Patrick S.S. Co. Ltd, Melbourne for
coastal trade. 1923 sold to charterers. 8/25 owners restyled James Patrick & Co. Ltd. 7/28 sold to Soc.
du Tour deNoumea. 29/12/35 laid up at Noumea. ¢.6/37 sold to MTL and sailed No&haaghai. By

2/38 as ELSIE MOLLER deployed in pig trade to ShaB(l2441 req. in Shanghai by MOWT, ordered

to Hong Kong but 8/12 captured by Japanese S. of Amoy, taken to Hiechiuchin Wan where formally
seized 10/12/41- became naval salvage vessel ESABARU( ) (Minami Nippon Kisen, mgrs
29/3/45 declared CTL at Takao withmage from air raids on 2/12/44, 23/1 and 8/2/45. 8/45 recovered
badly damaged and broken up in Taiwan, probably after 12/45.

P

MAV-VA?'FA,“IaELSIE MOLLER yney in-Pat-fickAcéloU (R. ufty).



ELSIE MOLLESekai Shosen Yoran120).

FROSTY MOLLER3841) 555/27 (tug)
Built by Dublin D.Y. Co. (Vickers Ireland) Ltd, Dublin for Bluff HaBmaud, Invercargill as tug/tender

SOUTHLAND but much time laid up with engine trouble. 11/34 sold to H.L. Tapley & Co., Dunedin, laid
up and some fittings sold. 12/37 sold to MT3/38 r. FROSTY MOLLER. 5/5/38 sailed Melbourne towing
J.A. Boyd390/15),21/5 ex Sydney towing.A. Boyand Moruya (530/06) and 14/6 ex Brisbane with
Moruyaonly - 18/7 arrived via Hong Korag Shanghaivhere re-engined as steamer with engines from
former RN gunboat. 20/11/Mcomm. by RN as aux. patrol vessel. 12/41 scuttlethareck captured by
Japanese at Hong Kong. Salvaged and 11/11/42 comm. as auxiliary minesweeper HARACHI (HARAJI «
GENCHI, ) MARU. 26/11/43 sunk by USAAF aircraft in Chianghai Bay, SW of Maca®(21.33
112.00E) while acting as a guardship (also rep. sunk 24/1/44 in same ppsition

FROSTY MOLLER off Sydney towing J.A. Boyd and Moruya (I. Farqughar coll



