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A. Overview
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East to accumulate return cargoes for its homeward freight line. That role was carried out in China by
Butterfield & Swire and in Singapore by the partingpsof Walter Mansfield & Co. From 1873

Butterfield & Swire managed a line of steamer on the Yangtse and from 1874 also on the China Coast.
Mansfields, however, were able to draw cargo from the extensive Singdgased network of the
Nederlandsche IndisehStoomvaart Maatschappij (NISM), a Dutiety affiliate of the British India S.N.

Co. Homeward loadings from Singapore were still modest.

Circumstances began to change in the 148¥0s as Dutch firms established plantations in the fertile
highlands of what the Dutch referred to as the East Coast of Sumatra, then part of the sultanate of Deli,
now the Indonesian province of North SumatraisTlFrom the main town of Medan, trade passed

through the river port of Labuan [Port] Deli, later better known as Belawan (Deli). The highlands were
found to be particularly suited to the cultivation of higjuality leaf tobacco for the production of

cigas and this promised to be a highted tweendeck cargo for Holt steamers to top off in Singapore.

To better control this valuable trade, Holts budanymedg1879) and the tugender Ascaniug1880)

and in 1881 addeiercury, all small steamers able to ggaup river to Labuan Deli and tranship the

leaf in Singapore or Penang. Ownership was vested in OSSC in Liverpool but management was
delegated to Mansfields.
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From 1882 wittHecubaa second venture became the Singap&angkok trade, hitherto served

mainly by AngleChinese ships based in Singapore. Between 1885 and 1890 four slightly larger ships
were delivered by Potter & Sons of Liverpdéécate Medusa Hydraand Gorgon Majority ownership

was held by OSSC with minor shares held by Liverpool Mandgat &rompton, Mansfield & Co. and
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Penang, who in mid883 became Senior Partner in Singapore on the departure for England of George
Mansfield.

In the latter half of the 1880s events began to move very quickly in Singapore. In September 1886
Bogaardt sold up his house and possessions in Singapore (ST, 3/9/86), presumably to go back to Europe
for an extended time. In mid886 Norddeutscher Lloyd (NDL) of Brenopened a subsidised mail line

from Germany to the Far East and in due course put its own feeder, the r8ohiltalbg1040/83),

onto the Deli line, later joined by the smallBumatra(540/89). Inmigmy yy bL{aQa GSy RSN
interisland mail contrat in the Netherlands Indies was rejected in favour of a higher bid from the

principals of the two Dutch homeward lines SMN and Rotterdamsche Lloyd. The Kon. Paketvaart Mij
(KPM), an affiliate of these two lines, was set up to carry out the contract. Whiskst of being

squeezed by subsidised Dutch and German competitors, Holts needed to shore up their position in
Singapore.
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In T.C. Bogaardt, Holts had a very capable agaetta do just that. At the end of 1883 Bogaardt had
already acquired the small coasting stearRgrah Pekhetl875) with half the purchase price being put
up by Holts who, according to Hyde (1957:58) declined to take on the vessel on their own account.
Now with further financial support from Holts, Bogaardt proceeded to acquire more secondhand
tonnage that he deployed to supplemeRyah Pekhetib Malacca and Klang on the West Coast of
Malaya Will-2 -€he-Wisp then the newbuiltSapphq1887) and open upew lines to Pontianak, West
Borneo Ban Whatt Hifj, North BorneoBanjermassinRaneé and as far as the Celebes and Moluccas
(Normanby, and even to Palembang (the litfidercury). In January 1891 after the termination of the



NISM services, he boughtein Maha Vajirunhigo compete with the KPM on the Singapeitjeh-

Padang (West Sumatra) line abévonhursand Kongsedor the Celebes and Moluccas line.

In 1890 the Holt brothers decided to enter the Singap@festern Australia line as far as Fremantle

This line had been operated by the West Australian S.N. CoAwstralind(1886) under the

management of C. Bethell & Co. and Trinder, Anderson & Co. of London. It became a joint venture in
1890 when Holts contributed the specially designed steamer SALADIN, which came into service in
September 1890.

l'a . 23 NR{ Qdly, serieSdhsolidatibiduvas nbidessary. On 20 January 1890 Straits S.S. Co.
was incorporated in Singapore as a separate joint venture between Mansfields and three Chinese
shipowners to operate the SingapelalaccaKlangPenang line. Mansfields contribwt&Vill-2 €he-

Wispand Sappho
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andMedusa to Deli every three daysy CalypspHebeand Ganymedeto North Borneo weeklyHanee
andBanjermassihand to Saigon fortnightly biylintshire The addition after refit of the three eXISM

ships allowed the addition of services to Atjeh and Paddahé Vajirunhiy and to Javg§Surabaya)

and eastern Indonesia as far as Timor via Surabaya, Bali, Ampenan, and M&aassahrst

Kongseand later alsd-lintshirg, whileNormanbyprovided sixweekly sailings beyond Labuan and
Sandakan to Menado and Gorontalo in the North CelebesTernate in the North MoluccaBan

Whatt Hin however, ran under Straits SS auspices to Billiton and Pontianak and would soon be joined

by Will-2 €he-Wisp

The perceived intrusion of OSSC/Mansfiehds the Dutch sphere of the archipelago led to a vigorous
response from the Opten Noort, local manager of the KPM, in the competition for transhipment cargo.
The most decisive action was taken to defend the Padang trade but also in eastern IndondsraaWit
few months Holts suspended sailings to Timor and turned its ships around more quickly in Makassar,
leading the KPM to open its own line from Makassar to Singapore.

In November 1891 George and Philip Holt with Albert Crompton, Bogaardt and his partner in
Mansfields, Arthur (A.P.) Adams, formed East Indian Ocean Steam Ship Co. (EIOSSC), registered in
Liverpool, to take over most of the rest of the Singapbased fleetapart from Straits S.S. and the W.A.
line. Apparently in 1893 Holts considered making the WA line a separate entity but this idea was not
taken up (Hyde, 1957: 64n3ultan(1894) was delivered to Holts and the line remained a joint

venture until Holts/@ean took it over completely in 1936.
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eventually thrived, the Deli steamers continued to do well and the W.A. line became a modest success.

In the fa@ of stiff competition from both the KPM and NDL, however, EIOSSC struggled. Eventually, in
mid-April 1899, the British community in Singapore was stunmgthe announcement that Holts had
concluded negotiations to sell the EIOSSC fleet indirectly tarNi@turn for guaranteed transhipment

rights, thereby relieving Ocean of the burden of management and any operating losses. The

background detail of the negotiations are unknown because all the records in Liverpool and in



Singapore were destroyed during WebWar II.

Eleven ships were sold in the first instance to a local German syndicate led by A.O. Meyer of Behn,
Meyer & Co., who acted as NDL agents in Singapore, rather like Mansfields and Holts/Ocean. At the
time, Hecate, Centaur, Charon, Hydra, Gorgoarberusind Medusawere running to Bangkolijecuba
andRanedo North BorneoDeucaliorto HK/Amoy andanjermassinvas laid up. Transfer to Behn

Meyer agency took placed in May but some ships kept their British masters and names for a few more
weeks. h January 1900 all 11 vessels were transferred across to NDL with registry in Bremen. Excluded
from the deal were the profitable Deli steamers, the W.A. steamers, the virltegenon(1861) and
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not Deucaliof. NDL sold off most of the former EIOSSC steamers as soon as their own newbuilt
tonnage became available but the agreement with Holts held firm until the NDL fleet was either seized
or interned at theoutbreak of World War | in August 1914.

Although the history of OSSC has been well recorded by Hyde (1957) and later by Falkus (1990), that of
the Dutch subsidiary NSMO by de Boer (1997), of Straits Steam Ship by Tregonning (1967) and Laxon
(2004),the NA ST O2N1IR NI GS KA&AG2NER 2F 9Lh{{/ I wotl O}
have been all but forgotten without even photographs to identify what they looked like. The following
sections assemble some detail from a variety of sources.

Thesections below are ordered as B. Deli steamers (OSSC), C. EIOSSC steamers (newbuilds), D. EIOSS
precursor and secondhand steamers, E. Singapoeenantle Line (OSSC), and F. West Australian S.N.

Co. Ltd steamers. The logic is not chronological buténded more clearly to show the evolution in
RSaA3dy 2F 12t0aQ ySgodzAitld 20Kt adSFYSNR Fa 2LIL

Sources

Framework sources are F.E. HyBilile Funnel: A History of Alfred Holt & Company of Liverp&eh
1914(1957) and later by Malcolm Falkdg)e Blue Funnel LegemdHistory of the Ocean Steam Ship
Company, 1864.973(1990), G.J. de Bodde Nederlandse Blauwpijpgi997), K.G. Tregonningpme

Port Singapor€l967) and W.A. Laxomhe Straits Semship Fleet§2004). For further detail we have
drawn heavily on contemporary newspapers available online through Trove (Australia), The National
Library of Singapore (eresources.nlb.gov.sg) and ProQuest, shipping registers (Australia, Singapore,
Hong Kog and Japan), also records in the KPM archive in the Alg. Rijksarchief and WWII merchant
shipping records in the British National Archive in the Board of Traek88Eeries. Correction of ship
details has been greatly assisted by the annual registergpargbnal advice of Bill Schelhe

Shigetoshi Kizu databasand the websiteglydeships.co.ykniramarshipindex.nand marhisdata.nl.

B. Deli feeder lines (Ocean S.S. Co. Ltd)
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Deli tobacco to the main line steamers at Singapore. Then known as the East Coast of Sumatra (now
the Indonesian province of North Sumatra), this distriad In@cently been brought under Dutch rule



and the fertile volcanic highlands behind the town of Medan (Deli) had been found ideal fer high

quality tobacco that could compete with Philippine and Cuban leaf in the making of cigars. The bundles
of dried leaf &0 made a higihNJ ( S R -débk éa&fgr Blue Funnel (Ocean S.S. Co.) steamers on

the homeward voyage from China and Alfred Holt sought to capture as much of the business as
possible. Until the port of Belawan was completed in 1917, there was no deepWatbour at Deli so

small feeder ships were needed to tranship the cargo at Penang and Singapore. Ocean S.S. employed
such feeders until 1925, whedirce Medusaand Ayuthiawere transferred to the Singapotgased

Straits S.S. (in which Holts now heldoatrolling interest together with their longstanding local agents

W. Mansfield & Co. Ltd).
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Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#189) for A. Holt & Co. (Ocean S.S. Co.), Liverpool (#9610879),

sailed Liverpool for Singapore (5/12) and 10/12/79 commenced weekly line Singaphiae. 1892
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at Singapore to EIOSSC, then t/f to Liverpoit3/®2 chartered to Straits S.S. for Singapdalacca

Port Swettenham line. 1/5/04 laid up at Singapore. 29/9/04 adv. for sale by W. Mansfield & Co. at
Tanjong Pagar (275 dwt, 250 deck pass-98.at 10 tpd) but no buyer. De Boer rep. in use as hulk at
Belawan Deli but also said to have had engines removed and conv. to tobacco storage hulk for use at

t SYylya® mMkmmknd I ROSNI P 68 2 alyaFAStR g /20 7
At GFEyAaSR ANRBY NER27TXOI Lauchoh date 2M12/00michulkiadd/mo@iags. (i K Sy
SFP (13/8/10) rep. sold to Simons & Co. of Renfrew and towed to Tongkah, SW Thailand, for use as
accommodation, store and workshop for new steam tin dredgers. NFI.
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Built by Cochrane & Co., Birkenhead for OSSC, Liverpool for Ffetagg3a { I & G N} RS 0 W¢KS
/ 2 02 y26:2793 ardved Singapore and laid upate 1893 reg. at Singapore to The Borneo Co. Ltd,



London, 12/931/94 in local trade. 3/2/94 cleared Singapore for Saigon. 10/94 reg. closed on sale to
French at Saigon. NFI.
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A. Stephen & Sons, Glasgow (#235/iex. Miller & Sons but not delivered. 22/7/81 initial reg. to

OSSC (Liverpool #90/1881) and sent out for Pethamgkat trade. 2/87 t/f to Singapofdalacca

Linggi line. 25/4/90 arrived from Palembang and laid up. 8/90 to Cossack, WA for service as steam

lighter for new Singapor8VA line. 21/3/92 returned to Singapore. 29/7/92 advert. for sale by auction

but evidently no sale, instead chartered to Straits Tdga@d.stationed at Pulau Brani as freshwater

hulk for tin smelter [ST, Tregonning: 16]. 7/6/94 advertised for sale by public auction. 10/94 on charter

to H.J. Martyn for Penanrlgangkat trade. Early 1895 reg. at Singapore to Wm Kinsey (Pahang

Exploration & Bvt Co. Ltd), 5/95 Jackson Millar (engineer) 32/64 and began trading Singapore
YSYFYFY FYR Ydzt yily 6f2FRAYy3 GAY F2NIt 95/ 00 | Fi
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trading to E. Coast of Malaya. 12/6/99 after Kinsey bankrupt 32/64 auctioned to Riley, Hargreaves &

Co. Ltd, Singapore for $1,900 for dismantling. 20/11/99 register closed.
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Built by Bowdler, Chaffer & Co., Liverpool (#86) for OSSC, possibly for use at Liverpool, Buxton suggests
at Suez. 12/6/82 arrived Singapore from Liverpool (29/4) to enter Singdpelidrade. Q2/1890 sold

to Tanong Pagar Dock Co. Ltd (32) & New Harbour Dock Co. Ltd (32), Singapore. 2/00 TPDC full owner.
1904 new boilers (now 271 grt). 11/13 to Singapore Harbour Board. 3/19 register closed, presume on
breaking up.

HEBH188510) 545/8510 (i.s.s.M h 1 ® 1 , Ecydoripe Q

Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#243) for OSSC, Liverpool. 9/10 sold to R.S. Bainbridge (24), J.T. Wood
(20), Ong Hoon Beng (13) and R.C. Willis (7), Singapore. 12/12 sold to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd, Singapore.
12/21 laid up. 3/22 advertised farale for breaking up. 5/22 register closed on sale to Hock Kee Hoe for
breaking up at Singqpoze.
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CALYPSO, HEBE and SAPPHO as built (Chinese school painting).




CALYPSO and HEBE as they may have appeared later in their (@uaeas Haws).

SAPPHQ@®1887:90) 532/8710 (i.s.smdn ®n E on®c QX / HO&«k don NK LI

Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#253) for OSSC. 8/90 sold to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd, Singapore for
Singaporea Sy y3 GN}I RS® okHo d2fR (2 aSyly tAtftzaaqQ !
bar. 1928 sold for breaking up.

CALYPS(188912) 544/895 (issmdbnd®n E on®dc QX / HO&«k don NK LI

Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#265) for OSSC, Liverpool (#43/1889), 11/5 sailed Greenock and 7/10
arrived Singapore via Jeddah and Penang with 424 retupiggms. 1/91 t/f to EIOSSC. 6/12 sold to
Straits S.S. Co. Ltd, Singapore. 11/25 sold to Chop Kuah Soon Yew for breaking up at Singapore.

CIRCF191246) 778/12c 6 a dadaImoppdn E omMdc QX ¢oO&k dpy KLI
Built by Taikoo D. & E. Co. of HK Ltd (#125) fbioR.& Co. for SingaposBelawan line. 13/8 reg. at HK.
2/13 reg. t/f to Liverpool. 3/25 t/f to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd and reg. t/f to Singapore. 8/25 switched to
SingaporeKelantan line. 9/39 attached to China Command as minesweeper as HMS CIRCE. ¢.20/2/42
with Medusasailed Tanjung Priok (Batavia) via Cilacap to Fremantle. 6/7/42 comm. by RAN as HMAS
MEDEA. 7/10/46 at Sydney reverted to owners as CIRCE. 1947 sold for dismantling at Drummoyne
Shipyards, SMH 15/8/47 advertised teak decking and furnituredier. 20/1/48 scuttled off Sydney.

CIRCE (Bill Laxon).



MEDUSA1913=46) 793/131H 6 & da da>mdbp dn E omdc QI ¢oO&K Ty KL
Built by Taikoo D. & E. Co. of HK Ltd (#142) for A Holt & Co. for the SinBatosan line. 12/13 reg.

at HK, then t/f to Liverpool. 25 sold to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd and reg. t/f to Singapore. 6/25 t/f to Port
Swettenham line. 19339 on Kelantan line. 9/39 attached to China Command as minesweeper as HMS
MEDUSA. ¢.20/2/42 witGircesailed Tanjung Priok (Batavia) via Cilacap to Fremagiiiét2 comm.

by RAN as HMAS MEDEA. 6/7/42 comm. by RAN as HMAS MERCEDES. 7/10/46 at Sydney reverted to
owners as MEDUSA. 1947 sold for dismantling at Drummoyne Shipyards, SMH 15/8/47 advertised teak
decking and furniture for sale. 23/1/48 scuttled offoBey

HMAS MERCEDES ex MEDUSA stripped back as R

— =
AN mineswee[3&1(MgM

AYUTHIA63/0811 (28 OPa ®X MpHPp E HPPAQE H E oO&knoyKLI
Built by Hongkong & Whampoa Dock Co. Ltd, Hong Kong for NDL as steam lighter for service at
Bangkok but 19/11 sailed HK for Singapore, where used mainly Singapore/Rén@nmatra. 8/14
sheltered in Sumaa in neutral NEI. 1919 taken over by The Shipping Controller, London. 3/21 to OSSC
for SingaporeBelawan line. 5/25 sold to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd. 9/36 sold to Chew Eng Chuan, Singapore
for breaking up. [Laxon, Singapore Register]
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C.East IndiarOcean S.S. Co. Ltd (182899)

On 1 January 1891, under a new contract, the Duteimed Koinklijke Paketvaart Maatschappij (KPM)

took over the ontractual mail lines in the Netherlands Indies that had been operated since 1865 by
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two main principals were the Dutch ocean lines Stoomvart Maatguihalederland and Rotterdam
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trade, then in November forming the &andian Ocean S.S. Co. Ltd (EIOSSC) to own and manage the
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assorted fleet that their local agent J.C. Bogaardt of Mansfield & Co. had cobbled together to provide
local feeder lines to/from Singapore and Penang. The five best $teosiba(1882),Hecate(1885),
Medusa(1886),Hydra(1888) andorgon all compouneengined steamers of of around 1,00@t, had
been newly built for OSSC for the Bangkok line, which transhipped import cargo from Singapore and
returned with rice, teak and cattleGorgonsometimes brought rice from Saigon. In the r1i890s

three larger 3hatch freighters were delivered by Workman Clark of Belfast for the Bangkok rice trade,
the 1,800grt Cerberug1894), then the slightly larger 1,9@pt Centaur(1895) andCharon(1896).

Fleet list (vessels built for OSSC/EIOSSC)

HECUBA188299) 918/82mM[ O A ®&d d&a dSX HoTdn E omMdpQI / HO&kMnacy
Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#208) for £22,000 for OSSC Liverpool (46/64) with W. Mansfield and T.C
Bogaardt (18/64), 15/3 sailed Glasgow for Spaga (25/4), 5/82 in service to Bangkok. 1892 t/f to

EIOSSC. 4/99 sold to A.O. Meyer (Behn, Meyer & Co.), Singapore (Ger. Flag) r. KUDAT. 1/00 t/f to NDL,
Bremen. 1905 sold to Hokuriku Kisen Goshi K., Osaka r. MATSUSHIMA&¢ARBkodate)1911

sold to Yokichi Fujiyama, Otaru (régshinomiya. 12/3/15 o/v OtaruFushiki (coal) sank off Sado

Island.

HECATEL88599) 968/85T [ O A ®d&d da dX HopPdPdh E 00d0QTX / HOBkmMAcCY
Built by W.H. Potter & Sons, Liverpool (#128)Ef15,750 for OSSC (33/64) with W. Mansfield and T.C.
Bogaardt. 1892 t/f to EIOSSC. 4/99 sold to A.O. Meyer (Behn, Meyer & Co.), Singapore (Ger. flag) r.
PATANI. 1/00 t/f to NDL, Bremen. 1904 sold to lkuta Shokai K.K., Kobe r. IKUTA MARU TNl 190

to Hokuyo Kisen K.K., Nanao r. HOKUYO M@ddt) 1916 sold to Yamamoto Atuzo, Nana®d/1/21

to 12/11/21 req. as transpor24/10/22 sank in collision witkinawa Maruat entrance to Kagoshima,
salvaged and broken up.

HECATE as HOKUYO MARUWGJapanSteamships Register).

MEDUSA188699) 967/86M 6 & ®& da dX Hop Py E o00dn QX / HO&kmMncy|
Built by W.H. Potter & Sons, Liverpool (#126) for £15,500 for OSSC (33/64), GTM 15/64, TCB 8/64, AC
8/64. 1892 t/f to EIOSSC. 4/96ld to A.O. Meyer (Behn, Meyer & Co.), Singapore (Ger. flag) r.



KELANTAN. 1/00 t/f to NDL, Bremen.380Id to YbnezoKaji, Kobe r. JINGI MARU N¢@931gt) 1913
sold to Yokichi Fujiyama, Otaru. 1920 t/f to Fujiyama Kaiun K.K., Otaru. 27/8/20 wreckédcoast of
Kamchatka o/v from Hakodate to fishing stations.

MEDUSA as JINGI MARU N@.936Japan Steamships Register).

HYDRA188899) 990/88¢h 6 A PA P& PE HOTPo E ondHQI ¢codé&kmMmMTYK
Built by W.H. Potter & Sonkiverpool (#137) £18,123 for OSSC, Liverpool (36/64), GTM 10/64, TCB
10/64), AC 8/64. 1892 t/f to EIOSSC. 4/99 sold to A.O. Meyer (Behn, Meyer &Mgapofe (Ger. flag)

r. KEDAH. 1/00 t/f to NDL, Bremen. 1905 sold toulate Shokai K.K., Osak®(Q6reg.Narug r.

SEKKAI MARU Nd& malnline domestic coastal service ShinagavegoyaOsakakobeMoji. 9/06

and 12/06 voyages Kokryojun. 24/6/09 bottom damage when grounded in fog off Shirohane village

near Omaezaki o/v Nagoyg@hinagawal9/1/ 11 t/f to Tatsuuma Kisen G.K., Nishinomig£8/14 on fire

o/v TientsirYingkow with 1500 laborers, 8/3 arr. Yingkow with 2 dead, 4 critical. lthto Yokichi
Fujiyama, Otaru (reg. Nishinomiydp15r. KAISHIN MARW917 reg. Onahama. 288/7/18 olv

TushikeOtaru grounded and sank S. ddkushiri Island, Hokkaido.

| . 5w! | & b Hpp@giloyd AG\IndIdKludas).



