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A. Overview 

CǊƻƳ мусс !ƭŦǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ IƻƭǘΩǎ hŎŜŀƴ {ǘŜŀƳ {ƘƛǇ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ όh{{/ύ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƛǘǎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǊ 
East to accumulate return cargoes for its homeward freight line. That role was carried out in China by 
Butterfield & Swire and in Singapore by the partnership of Walter Mansfield & Co. From 1873 
Butterfield & Swire managed a line of steamer on the Yangtse and from 1874 also on the China Coast. 
Mansfields, however, were able to draw cargo from the extensive Singapore-based network of the 
Nederlandsche Indische Stoomvaart Maatschappij (NISM), a Dutch-flag affiliate of the British India S.N. 
Co. Homeward loadings from Singapore were still modest.  
 
Circumstances began to change in the late-1870s as Dutch firms established plantations in the fertile 
highlands of what the Dutch referred to as the East Coast of Sumatra, then part of the sultanate of Deli, 
now the Indonesian province of North Sumatra. This. From the main town of Medan, trade passed 
through the river port of Labuan [Port] Deli, later better known as Belawan (Deli). The highlands were 
found to be particularly suited to the cultivation of high-quality leaf tobacco for the production of 
cigars and this promised to be a high-rated tweendeck cargo for Holt steamers to top off in Singapore. 
To better control this valuable trade, Holts built Ganymede (1879) and the tug-tender Ascanius (1880) 
and in 1881 added Mercury, all small steamers able to pass up river to Labuan Deli and tranship the 
leaf in Singapore or Penang. Ownership was vested in OSSC in Liverpool but management was 
delegated to Mansfields.  
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From 1882 with Hecuba a second venture became the Singapore-Bangkok trade, hitherto served 
mainly by Anglo-Chinese ships based in Singapore. Between 1885 and 1890 four slightly larger ships 
were delivered by Potter & Sons of Liverpool, Hecate, Medusa, Hydra and Gorgon. Majority ownership 
was held by OSSC with minor shares held by Liverpool Manager Albert Crompton, Mansfield & Co. and 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǎ .ƻƎŀŀǊŘǘΣ ƘƛǘƘŜǊǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƛƴ 
Penang, who in mid-1883 became Senior Partner in Singapore on the departure for England of George 
Mansfield.  
 
In the latter half of the 1880s events began to move very quickly in Singapore. In September 1886 
Bogaardt sold up his house and possessions in Singapore (ST, 3/9/86), presumably to go back to Europe 
for an extended time. In mid-1886 Norddeutscher Lloyd (NDL) of Bremen opened a subsidised mail line 
from Germany to the Far East and in due course put its own feeder, the rebuilt Schwalbe (1040/83), 
onto the Deli line, later joined by the smaller Sumatra (540/89). In mid-мууу bL{aΩǎ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
interisland mail contract in the Netherlands Indies was rejected in favour of a higher bid from the 
principals of the two Dutch homeward lines SMN and Rotterdamsche Lloyd. The Kon. Paketvaart Mij 
(KPM), an affiliate of these two lines, was set up to carry out the contract. Under threat of being 
squeezed by subsidised Dutch and German competitors, Holts needed to shore up their position in 
Singapore. 

 
SCHWALBE at Dairen c.1912 as NANTO MARU (Bristol, Warren Swire colln Sw7-057). 
 
In T.C. Bogaardt, Holts had a very capable agent able to do just that. At the end of 1883 Bogaardt had 
already acquired the small coasting steamer Pyah Pekhet (1875) with half the purchase price being put 
up by Holts who, according to Hyde (1957: 52-53) declined to take on the vessel on their own account. 
Now with further financial support from Holts, Bogaardt proceeded to acquire more secondhand 
tonnage that he deployed to supplement Pyah Pekhet to Malacca and Klang on the West Coast of 
Malaya (Will-ƻΩ-the-Wisp, then the newbuilt Sappho (1887) and open up new lines to Pontianak, West 
Borneo (Ban Whatt Hin), North Borneo (Banjermassin, Ranee) and as far as the Celebes and Moluccas 
(Normanby), and even to Palembang (the little Mercury). In January 1891 after the termination of the 



NISM services, he bought their Maha Vajirunhis to compete with the KPM on the Singapore-Atjeh-
Padang (West Sumatra) line and Devonhurst and Kongsee for the Celebes and Moluccas line.  
In 1890 the Holt brothers decided to enter the Singapore-Western Australia line as far as Fremantle. 
This line had been operated by the West Australian S.N. Co. with Australind (1886) under the 
management of C. Bethell & Co. and Trinder, Anderson & Co. of London. It became a joint venture in 
1890 when Holts contributed the specially designed steamer SALADIN, which came into service in 
September 1890. 
 
!ǎ .ƻƎŀŀǊŘǘΩǎ ŦƭŜŜǘ ƎǊŜǿ Ǌŀpidly, some consolidation was necessary. On 20 January 1890 Straits S.S. Co. 
was incorporated in Singapore as a separate joint venture between Mansfields and three Chinese 
shipowners to operate the Singapore-Malacca-Klang-Penang line. Mansfields contributed Will-ƻΩ-the-
Wisp and Sappho.  
 
As of mid-WŀƴǳŀǊȅ муфмΣ aŀƴǎŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǎǘ ǇŀƎŜ-м ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ h{{/ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ά[ƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜέΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ǘƻ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ōȅ Hecate, Hecuba, Hydra, Gorgon 
and Medusa, to Deli every three days by Calypso, Hebe and Ganymede, to North Borneo weekly [Ranee 
and Banjermassin] and to Saigon fortnightly by Flintshire. The addition after refit of the three ex-NISM 
ships allowed the addition of services to Atjeh and Padang (Maha Vajirunhis) and to Java (Surabaya) 
and eastern Indonesia as far as Timor via Surabaya, Bali, Ampenan, and Macassar (Devonhurst, 
Kongsee and later also Flintshire), while Normanby provided six-weekly sailings beyond Labuan and 
Sandakan to Menado and Gorontalo in the North Celebes and Ternate in the North Moluccas. Ban 
Whatt Hin, however, ran under Straits SS auspices to Billiton and Pontianak and would soon be joined 
by Will-ƻΩ-the-Wisp. 
 
The perceived intrusion of OSSC/Mansfields into the Dutch sphere of the archipelago led to a vigorous 
response from the Opten Noort, local manager of the KPM, in the competition for transhipment cargo. 
The most decisive action was taken to defend the Padang trade but also in eastern Indonesia. Within a 
few months Holts suspended sailings to Timor and turned its ships around more quickly in Makassar, 
leading the KPM to open its own line from Makassar to Singapore.   
 
In November 1891 George and Philip Holt with Albert Crompton, Bogaardt and his partner in 
Mansfields, Arthur (A.P.) Adams, formed East Indian Ocean Steam Ship Co. (EIOSSC), registered in 
Liverpool, to take over most of the rest of the Singapore-based fleet apart from Straits S.S. and the W.A. 
line. Apparently in 1893 Holts considered making the WA line a separate entity but this idea was not 
taken up (Hyde, 1957: 64n3). Sultan (1894) was delivered to Holts and the line remained a joint 
venture until Holts/Ocean took it over completely in 1936.  
 
bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ IƻƭǘǎΩ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƘŀŘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎΦ {ǘǊŀƛǘǎ {Φ{Φ 
eventually thrived, the Deli steamers continued to do well and the W.A. line became a modest success. 
In the face of stiff competition from both the KPM and NDL, however, EIOSSC struggled. Eventually, in 
mid-April 1899, the British community in Singapore was stunned by the announcement that Holts had 
concluded negotiations to sell the EIOSSC fleet indirectly to NDL in return for guaranteed transhipment 
rights, thereby relieving Ocean of the burden of management and any operating losses. The 
background detail of the negotiations are unknown because all the records in Liverpool and in 



Singapore were destroyed during World War II.  
 
Eleven ships were sold in the first instance to a local German syndicate led by A.O. Meyer of Behn, 
Meyer & Co., who acted as NDL agents in Singapore, rather like Mansfields and Holts/Ocean. At the 
time, Hecate, Centaur, Charon, Hydra, Gorgon, Cerberus and Medusa were running to Bangkok, Hecuba 
and Ranee to North Borneo, Deucalion to HK/Amoy and Banjermassin was laid up. Transfer to Behn 
Meyer agency took placed in May but some ships kept their British masters and names for a few more 
weeks. In January 1900 all 11 vessels were transferred across to NDL with registry in Bremen. Excluded 
from the deal were the profitable Deli steamers, the W.A. steamers, the vintage Memnon (1861) and 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ΨŎƻƻƭƛŜΩ ǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀƛǘǎ-South China trade (Bellepheron, Jason and Telemachus but 
not Deucalion). NDL sold off most of the former EIOSSC steamers as soon as their own newbuilt 
tonnage became available but the agreement with Holts held firm until the NDL fleet was either seized 
or interned at the outbreak of World War I in August 1914. 
 
Although the history of OSSC has been well recorded by Hyde (1957) and later by Falkus (1990), that of 
the Dutch subsidiary NSMO by de Boer (1997), of Straits Steam Ship by Tregonning (1967) and Laxon 
(2004), the bǊƛŜŦ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 9Lh{{/ ŀ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ōƻȄΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀ 
have been all but forgotten without even photographs to identify what they looked like. The following 
sections assemble some detail from a variety of sources.  
 
The sections below are ordered as B. Deli steamers (OSSC), C. EIOSSC steamers (newbuilds), D. EIOSSC 
precursor and secondhand steamers, E. Singapore-Fremantle Line (OSSC), and F. West Australian S.N. 
Co. Ltd steamers. The logic is not chronological but is intended more clearly to show the evolution in 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ IƻƭǘǎΩ ƴŜǿōǳƛƭǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǘŜŀƳŜǊǎ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƭŜȅ ƻŦ ǎŜŎƻƴŘƘŀƴŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  
 

Sources 
 
Framework sources are F.E. Hyde, Blue Funnel: A History of Alfred Holt & Company of Liverpool, 1865-
1914 (1957) and later by Malcolm Falkus, The Blue Funnel Legend: A History of the Ocean Steam Ship 
Company, 1865-1973 (1990), G.J. de Boer, De Nederlandse Blauwpijpers (1997), K.G. Tregonning, Home 
Port Singapore (1967) and W.A. Laxon, The Straits Steamship Fleets (2004). For further detail we have 
drawn heavily on contemporary newspapers available online through Trove (Australia), The National 
Library of Singapore (eresources.nlb.gov.sg) and ProQuest, shipping registers (Australia, Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Japan), also records in the KPM archive in the Alg. Rijksarchief and WWII merchant 
shipping records in the British National Archive in the Board of Trade BT-389 series.  Correction of ship 
details has been greatly assisted by the annual registers and personal advice of Bill Schell, the 
Shigetoshi Kizu database, and the websites clydeships.co.uk, miramarshipindex.nz and marhisdata.nl. 
 
 

B. Deli feeder lines (Ocean S.S. Co. Ltd) 

IƻƭǘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мутф ǿƛǘƘ Ganymede to tranship 
Deli tobacco to the main line steamers at Singapore. Then known as the East Coast of Sumatra (now 
the Indonesian province of North Sumatra), this district had recently been brought under Dutch rule 



and the fertile volcanic highlands behind the town of Medan (Deli) had been found ideal for high-
quality tobacco that could compete with Philippine and Cuban leaf in the making of cigars. The bundles 
of dried leaf also made a high-ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǘǿŜŜƴ-deck cargo for Blue Funnel (Ocean S.S. Co.) steamers on 
the homeward voyage from China and Alfred Holt sought to capture as much of the business as 
possible. Until the port of Belawan was completed in 1917, there was no deepwater harbour at Deli so 
small feeder ships were needed to tranship the cargo at Penang and Singapore. Ocean S.S. employed 
such feeders until 1925, when Circe, Medusa and Ayuthia were transferred to the Singapore-based 
Straits S.S. (in which Holts now held a controlling interest together with their longstanding local agents 
W. Mansfield & Co. Ltd). 
 

GANYMEDE (1879-00) 405/79-9 (i.s.s., 166.5 x 28.0ΩΣ ƛƴǾΦ мŎȅκулƘǇύ 
Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#189) for A. Holt & Co. (Ocean S.S. Co.), Liverpool (#96/1879), 9/10/79 
sailed Liverpool for Singapore (5/12) and 10/12/79 commenced weekly line Singapore-Deli line. 1892 
ǘκŦ ǘƻ b{a ΨhŎŜŀŀƴΩΣ !ƳǎǘŜǊŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ ōȅ мнκфн ƛƴ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŎŀǎŜŘ ƻƛƭ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊ [ŀƴƎƪŀǘ-Singapore. 4/97 reg. 
at Singapore to EIOSSC, then t/f to Liverpool. 31/3/02 chartered to Straits S.S. for Singapore-Malacca-
Port Swettenham line. 1/5/04 laid up at Singapore. 29/9/04 adv. for sale by W. Mansfield & Co. at 
Tanjong Pagar (275 dwt, 250 deck pass., 8.5-9k at 10 tpd) but no buyer. De Boer rep. in use as hulk at 
Belawan Deli but also said to have had engines removed and conv. to tobacco storage hulk for use at 
tŜƴŀƴƎΦ мκммκлф ŀŘǾŜǊǘΦ ōȅ ²Φ aŀƴǎŦƛŜƭŘ ϧ /ƻΦ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŀǎ ƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ tŜƴŀƴƎΣ ƴƻǿ ŀǎ ΨƘǳƭƪΧŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƎŀƭǾŀƴƛǎŜŘ ƛǊƻƴ ǊƻƻŦΧŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ мΣлсс ǘƻƴǎΩΣ ǘƘŜƴ ноκмн ŦƻǊ auction sale 29/12/09 of hulk and moorings. 
SFP (13/8/10) rep. sold to Simons & Co. of Renfrew and towed to Tongkah, SW Thailand, for use as 
accommodation, store and workshop for new steam tin dredgers.  NFI. 

  
Advertisements for sale of GANYMEDE, May and November 1904 (Straits Times). 
 
ASCANIUS (1880-93) 107/80 (i.s. cr. tug тп Ȅ муΦмΩΣ мŎȅκнрƘǇύ 
Built by Cochrane & Co., Birkenhead for OSSC, Liverpool for Penang-[ŀƴƎƪŀǘ ǘǊŀŘŜ όΨ¢ƘŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ 
/ƻŎƻƴǳǘΩύΦ 20/2/93 arrived Singapore and laid up. Late 1893 reg. at Singapore to The Borneo Co. Ltd, 



London, 12/93-1/94 in local trade. 3/2/94 cleared Singapore for Saigon. 10/94 reg. closed on sale to 
French at Saigon. NFI.  
 
FANTEE (1881-95) 167/79-12L (i.2-s.s, 1нл Ȅ муΩΣ н Ȅ нŎȅƭΦ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ-condensing engines/50nhp/8k) 
A. Stephen & Sons, Glasgow (#235) for Alex. Miller & Sons but not delivered. 22/7/81 initial reg. to 
OSSC (Liverpool #90/1881) and sent out for Penang-Langkat trade. 2/87 t/f to Singapore-Malacca-
Linggi line. 25/4/90 arrived from Palembang and laid up. 8/90 to Cossack, WA for service as steam 
lighter for new Singapore-WA line. 21/3/92 returned to Singapore. 29/7/92 advert. for sale by auction 
but evidently no sale, instead chartered to Straits Tdg Co. and stationed at Pulau Brani as freshwater 
hulk for tin smelter [ST, Tregonning: 16]. 7/6/94 advertised for sale by public auction. 10/94 on charter 
to H.J. Martyn for Penang-Langkat trade. Early 1895 reg. at Singapore to Wm Kinsey (Pahang 
Exploration & Devt Co. Ltd), 5/95 Jackson Millar (engineer) 32/64 and began trading Singapore-
YŜƳŀƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ Yǳŀƴǘŀƴ όƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƴ ŦƻǊ t95/ύΦ !ŦǘŜǊ tŀƘŀƴƎ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΣ уκммκфр ŀŘǾΦ .ȅ ²Φ YƛƴǎŜȅ ΨŦƻǊ 
ǎŀƭŜ ƻǊ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊΩΦ мκмκфс ōŜƎŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜ-Bagan on charter to Chin Ah Pat. 9/96 resumed 
trading to E. Coast of Malaya.  12/6/99 after Kinsey bankrupt 32/64 auctioned to Riley, Hargreaves & 
Co. Ltd, Singapore for $1,900 for dismantling. 20/11/99 register closed.  
 
MERCURY (1881-флύ олоκтн όƛΦǎΦǎΦΣ моуΦс Ȅ нмΦтΩΣ C2cy/70rhp by J. Taylor & Co., Birkenhead) 
Built by Bowdler, Chaffer & Co., Liverpool (#86) for OSSC, possibly for use at Liverpool, Buxton suggests 
at Suez. 12/6/82 arrived Singapore from Liverpool (29/4) to enter Singapore-Deli trade. Q2/1890 sold 
to Tanjong Pagar Dock Co. Ltd (32) & New Harbour Dock Co. Ltd (32), Singapore. 2/00 TPDC full owner. 
1904 new boilers (now 271 grt). 11/13 to Singapore Harbour Board. 3/19 register closed, presume on 
breaking up.  
 
HEBE (1885-10) 545/85-10 (i.s.s., мфлΦл Ȅ олΦсΩ, C2cy/90rhp) 
Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#243) for OSSC, Liverpool. 9/10 sold to R.S. Bainbridge (24), J.T. Wood 
(20), Ong Hoon Beng (13) and R.C. Willis (7), Singapore. 12/12 sold to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd, Singapore. 
12/21 laid up. 3/22 advertised for sale for breaking up. 5/22 register closed on sale to Hock Kee Hoe for 
breaking up at Singapore. 

 
CALYPSO, HEBE and SAPPHO as built (Chinese school painting). 



 
CALYPSO and HEBE as they may have appeared later in their careers (Duncan Haws). 

 
SAPPHO (1887-90) 532/87-10 (i.s.s., мфлΦл Ȅ олΦсΩΣ /нŎȅκфлǊƘǇύ 
Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#253) for OSSC. 8/90 sold to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd, Singapore for 
Singapore-tŜƴŀƴƎ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ оκно ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ aŜƴŀƳ tƛƭƻǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƴΣ .ŀƴƎƪƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ aŜƴŀƳκ/Ƙŀƻ tƘȅa 
bar. 1928 sold for breaking up. 
 
CALYPSO (1889-12) 544/89-5 (i.s.s., мфлΦл Ȅ олΦсΩΣ /нŎȅκфлǊƘǇύ 
Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#265) for OSSC, Liverpool (#43/1889), 11/5 sailed Greenock and 7/10 
arrived Singapore via Jeddah and Penang with 424 returning pilgrims.  1/91 t/f to EIOSSC. 6/12 sold to 
Straits S.S. Co. Ltd, Singapore. 11/25 sold to Chop Kuah Soon Yew for breaking up at Singapore. 
 
CIRCE (1912-46) 778/12-с όǎΦǎΦǎΣмфрΦп Ȅ омΦсΩΣ ¢оŎȅκфрƴƘǇύ  
Built by Taikoo D. & E. Co. of HK Ltd (#125) for A. Holt & Co. for Singapore-Belawan line. 13/8 reg. at HK. 
2/13 reg. t/f to Liverpool. 3/25 t/f to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd and reg. t/f to Singapore. 8/25 switched to 
Singapore-Kelantan line. 9/39 attached to China Command as minesweeper as HMS CIRCE. c.20/2/42 
with Medusa sailed Tanjung Priok (Batavia) via Cilacap to Fremantle. 6/7/42 comm. by RAN as HMAS 
MEDEA. 7/10/46 at Sydney reverted to owners as CIRCE. 1947 sold for dismantling at Drummoyne 
Shipyards, SMH 15/8/47 advertised teak decking and furniture for sale. 20/1/48 scuttled off Sydney.  

 CIRCE (Bill Laxon). 



MEDUSA (1913=46) 793/13-мн όǎΦǎΦǎΣмфрΦп Ȅ омΦсΩΣ ¢оŎȅκфтƴƘǇύ  
Built by Taikoo D. & E. Co. of HK Ltd (#142) for A Holt & Co. for the Singapore-Belawan line. 12/13 reg. 
at HK, then t/f to Liverpool. 3/25 sold to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd and reg. t/f to Singapore. 6/25 t/f to Port 
Swettenham line. 1933-39 on Kelantan line. 9/39 attached to China Command as minesweeper as HMS 
MEDUSA. c.20/2/42 with Circe sailed Tanjung Priok (Batavia) via Cilacap to Fremantle. 6/7/42 comm. 
by RAN as HMAS MEDEA. 6/7/42 comm. by RAN as HMAS MERCEDES. 7/10/46 at Sydney reverted to 
owners as MEDUSA. 1947 sold for dismantling at Drummoyne Shipyards, SMH 15/8/47 advertised teak 
decking and furniture for sale. 23/1/48 scuttled off Sydney. 

 
HMAS MERCEDES ex MEDUSA stripped back as RAN minesweeper (AWM301048). 

 
AYUTHIA 463/08-11 (2-ǎŎΦǎΦΣ мрнΦр Ȅ нфΦлΩΣ н Ȅ оŎȅκпоƴƘǇύ 
Built by Hongkong & Whampoa Dock Co. Ltd, Hong Kong for NDL as steam lighter for service at 
Bangkok but 19/11 sailed HK for Singapore, where used mainly Singapore/Penang-N. Sumatra. 8/14 
sheltered in Sumatra in neutral NEI. 1919 taken over by The Shipping Controller, London. 3/21 to OSSC 
for Singapore-Belawan line. 5/25 sold to Straits S.S. Co. Ltd. 9/36 sold to Chew Eng Chuan, Singapore 
for breaking up. [Laxon, Singapore Register] 



 
AYUTHIA launch at HWD (above 2 Hacker album). 

 
AYUTHIA at Singapore in Holt colours (www.delcampe.net). 

 
 

C. East Indian Ocean S.S. Co. Ltd (1891-1899) 

On 1 January 1891, under a new contract, the Dutch-owned Koinklijke Paketvaart Maatschappij (KPM) 
took over the contractual mail lines in the Netherlands Indies that had been operated since 1865 by 
ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ LƴŘƛŜǎ {ΦbΦ /ƻΦ [ǘŘΣ ŀƴ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ LƴŘƛŀ {ΦbΦ /ƻΦ [ǘŘ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ YtaΩǎ 
two main principals were the Dutch ocean lines Stoomvart Maatschappij Nederland and Rotterdam 
[ƭƻȅŘΣ IƻƭǘΩǎ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǿŀǊŘ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ IƻƭǘǎκhŎŜŀƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ муфм ōȅ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
5ǳǘŎƘ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŀǊȅ {ǘƻƻƳǾŀŀǊǘ aŀŀǘǎŎƘŀǇǇƛƧ ΨhŎŜŀŀƴΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ LƴŘƛŜǎ-Europe 
trade, then in November forming the East Indian Ocean S.S. Co. Ltd (EIOSSC) to own and manage the 

http://www.delcampe.net/


assorted fleet that their local agent J.C. Bogaardt of Mansfield & Co. had cobbled together to provide 
local feeder lines to/from Singapore and Penang. The five best ships, Hecuba (1882), Hecate (1885), 
Medusa (1886), Hydra (1888) and Gorgon, all compound-engined steamers of of around 1,000-grt, had 
been newly built for OSSC for the Bangkok line, which transhipped import cargo from Singapore and 
returned with rice, teak and cattle.  Gorgon sometimes brought rice from Saigon. In the mid-1890s 
three larger 3-hatch freighters were delivered by Workman Clark of Belfast for the Bangkok rice trade, 
the 1,800-grt Cerberus (1894), then the slightly larger 1,900-grt Centaur (1895) and Charon (1896).  

 
 

Fleet list (vessels built for OSSC/EIOSSC) 
 

HECUBA (1882-99) 918/82-м[ όƛΦǎΦǎΦΣ нотΦп Ȅ омΦрΩΣ /нŎȅκмлсƴƘǇύ 
Built by Scott & Co., Greenock (#208) for £22,000 for OSSC Liverpool (46/64) with W. Mansfield and T.C. 
Bogaardt (18/64), 15/3 sailed Glasgow for Singapore (25/4), 5/82 in service to Bangkok. 1892 t/f to 
EIOSSC. 4/99 sold to A.O. Meyer (Behn, Meyer & Co.), Singapore (Ger. Flag) r. KUDAT. 1/00 t/f to NDL, 
Bremen. 1905 sold to Hokuriku Kisen Goshi K., Osaka r. MATSUSHIMA MARU (reg. Hakodate). 1911 
sold to Yokichi Fujiyama, Otaru (reg. Nishinomiya). 12/3/15 o/v Otaru-Fushiki (coal) sank off Sado 
Island. 
 
HECATE (1885-99) 968/85-т[ όƛΦǎΦǎΦΣ норΦф Ȅ ооΦоΩΣ /нŎȅκмлсƴƘǇ ōȅ CŀǿŎŜǘǘΣ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ϧ /ƻΦ [ǘŘΣ [Ǉƭύ 
Built by W.H.  Potter & Sons, Liverpool (#123) for £15,750 for OSSC (33/64) with W. Mansfield and T.C. 
Bogaardt. 1892 t/f to EIOSSC. 4/99 sold to A.O. Meyer (Behn, Meyer & Co.), Singapore (Ger. flag) r. 
PATANI. 1/00 t/f to NDL, Bremen. 1904 sold to Ikuta Shokai K.K., Kobe r. IKUTA MARU No.2. 1907 sold 
to Hokuyo Kisen K.K., Nanao r. HOKUYO MARU (997gt). 1916 sold to Yamamoto Atuzo, Nanao. 24/1/21 
to 12/11/21 req. as transport. 24/10/22 sank in collision with Okinawa Maru at entrance to Kagoshima, 
salvaged and broken up. 

 
HECATE as HOKUYO MARU (1916 Japan Steamships Register). 

 
MEDUSA (1886-99) 967/86-м όǎΦǎΦǎΦΣ норΦу Ȅ ооΦпΩΣ /нŎȅκмлсƴƘǇ ōȅ CŀǿŎŜǘǘΣ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ϧ /ƻΦ [ǘŘΣ [Ǉƭύ 
Built by W.H. Potter & Sons, Liverpool (#126) for £15,500 for OSSC (33/64), GTM 15/64, TCB 8/64, AC 
8/64. 1892 t/f to EIOSSC. 4/99 sold to A.O. Meyer (Behn, Meyer & Co.), Singapore (Ger. flag) r. 



KELANTAN. 1/00 t/f to NDL, Bremen. 1905 sold to Yonezo Kaji, Kobe r. JINGI MARU No. 3 (991gt). 1913 
sold to Yokichi Fujiyama, Otaru. 1920 t/f to Fujiyama Kaiun K.K., Otaru. 27/8/20 wrecked on W. coast of 
Kamchatka o/v from Hakodate to fishing stations.  

 
MEDUSA as JINGI MARU No. 3 (1916 Japan Steamships Register). 

 
HYDRA (1888-99) 990/88-ф όƛΦǎΦǎΦΣ нотΦо Ȅ опΦнΩΣ ¢оŎȅκммтƴƘǇ ōȅ 5Φ wƻƭƭƻ ϧ {ƻƴǎΣ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭύ 
Built by W.H. Potter & Sons, Liverpool (#137) £18,123 for OSSC, Liverpool (36/64), GTM 10/64, TCB 
10/64), AC 8/64. 1892 t/f to EIOSSC. 4/99 sold to A.O. Meyer (Behn, Meyer & Co.), Singapore (Ger. flag) 
r. KEDAH. 1/00 t/f to NDL, Bremen. 1905 sold to Tatsuuma Shokai K.K., Osaka (1906 reg. Naruo) r. 
SEKKAI MARU No.2 for malnline domestic coastal service Shinagawa-Nagoya-Osaka-Kobe-Moji. 9/06 
and 12/06 voyages Kobe-Ryojun. 24/6/09 bottom damage when grounded in fog off Shirohane village 
near Omaezaki o/v Nagoya-Shinagawa. 19/1/ 11 t/f to  Tatsuuma Kisen G.K., Nishinomiya. 4/3/14 on fire 
o/v Tientsin-Yingkow with 1500 laborers,  8/3 arr. Yingkow with 2 dead, 4 critical. 5/14 sold to Yokichi 
Fujiyama, Otaru (reg. Nishinomiya), 1915 r. KAISHIN MARU. 1917 reg. Onahama. 26-28/7/18 o/v 
Tushike-Otaru grounded and sank S. off Okushiri Island, Hokkaido. 

 
I¸5w! ŀǎ b5[Ωǎ Y95!I  (Hapag-Lloyd AG/Arnold Kludas). 


