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Flag of Chinese State and Naval Flag of the Inspector- Ensign of Chinese Ensign of Chinese Ensign of Chinese Flag of the Inspector-
Customs Ensign of the Qing General, 1867-1911 Custams (Beiyang Customs (Nanking Customs (Nanking General, 1929-
Empire, 1867-1911 Government), 1911- Government), 1929- Government), 1931-
1928 1931
The first flag was designed by H.N. Lay when in England purchasing cruisers for the Chinese Governris&§21861
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Customs: | have now to inform you that that Flag [green ground, with yellow diagonal cross] is to be discontidukd,rew Flag
[triangular, yellow ground, with red sun and blue dragon,] lately designed and prescribed for Chinese National Vessalbstitited.
You will accordingly take the necessary steps to issue Flags of the proper kind to the various statiam district, for the Customs
Crugers, Boats, Lightships, Lighthouses, and all other kinds of Customs property where the use of a flag isbefitting.

The two flag®n the rightcontinued to be used by the authorities in Taiwan aftéd9

Sourcefor flags https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese Maritime_Customs_Service
https://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/crcustm.html
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INTRODUCTION

The Imperial Maritime Custom@MC) later the Chinese Maritime Customs (CMC), establishedn
Shanghain 1854 to collect on behalf of the Imperial Government teparations sourced frortariff
NE@ZSydzSad RdzS dzy RSNJ 0 KS WdzySljdzZl € GNBFGASaAQindKI G
1842 Followingthe Second Opium Wailrom 1856further reparations anadoncessions were sought

from China, including legalization of the opium trade, opening all of China to foreign merchants, and
exempting foreign imports from internal transit duties.€elprovisions were formalized kihe Treaty of
Tientsin, cafirmed by the Convention of Peking in 1860.

ThelIMCmechanism was led by the British but supported by other treaty signatories. Commissioners
and senior staff were foreign but subject to the Imperial Government and ships in the Customs fleet all
flew the Chinese flagh corruptionfree bureaucracy resulted in customs tariff revenue becoming a

prime fiscal source for the Chinese Government.

L a /funétions quickly expanded to domestic customs administration (the Native CusémuBpstal
administration Its purvieweventuallyevenencompassedban negotiations, currency reform and
financial and economic management. It was also involved in local, provincial and national politics, as
well as international affairs.

In due course a Marine Department was formed as a coastguard to improve the safety of navigation
along the treacherous China Coast by constructing lighthouses and installing buoys beacons. To
provide access and maintabommunications and supplies, a small fleet of vessels was brought
together,andfrom the late 1860sfaster and more manoeuverable steamegubsidiarnactivities

were antismuggling and anfiracy patrols, for which purpose and also for skdfence the vessels
carried light armaments and were in most cases equivalent to gunboats but were referred to as
WNE @ S y dzSThOwdsisipdided andmapped the China coast and major rivers imtdunding

the Sungari As required, they also assisted with rescue and salvage. Masters, officers and engineers
were foreign, mainly British, crews Chinese, and there was a strong esprit de corps.

Yet although these smart, whifgainted steamers were ubiquitous on the China coast and often part

of ceremonial events such as fleet reviews, they are little documentetigenerally appearing in
[f28RQa wS3IAAGSNE YI NAndverviév isRhe fiBl ShorecNapteran RRHAId b | &
Wright, The Chinese Steam Navy, 18&25(London, 2000) bugven herethe listing is far from
comprehensive andetails are sparse, as are their careers and disposal. This article fills in some detalil
with the assistance via Proquest of the China press, most notdiaiorth China Heraldoutis still
incomplete The assistance of readers with missing details or photographs of the vessels would be
welcomed.
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each treaty port (NCH, 9/11/67). A year later on 22 December 1868 the iron paddle st€éuner

Hsing(Kua Hsinywas reported as having arrived at Shanghai (no port of departure) for disposition by
IMC. No builders were spéed, implying thatshe may have been acquired secamahd.We favour



wA OKF NR 2 NA3IKGQa dzypeltwpsste dvis $hR Kidognamdri K Sia AYR SO (1 O K
0 2 I U Qk QrEdohioeiverédid 1868to the Viceroy of Nanking for service on the Yangéseund

1870 she was joined by the larger composite steam gunPeay Chao Hacompleted in 1869,

probablyat the FoochowArsena] for the Chinese Navy: she disappears by the end of the 1870s. Also
added were two smaller composite steam gunbo&isiHooand LingFeng whose builders are also
unknown. These four steamers became the core of the prevention fleet on the Giastand

Yangtse.

In late 1886 IMC acquired the 81@n mercantile steameAmatista(1880), hitherto in service

between Hong Kong and Manila, and converted her to a flagship revenue cruiser. At some point,
according to Wright, there was also the unidentified, 268 former steam trawlePooToo(?1882).

Then in 1888 came a trio of waltmed, steehulled gunboats from the British naval yard of

Armstrong, Mitchell & Co. The 378n ChuenrTiaoand the 276ton KarPanand LFKinwere all

delivered in March 1888 and sailed out in convoy via Singapore and Hong Kong, arriving on station in
June 1888. Through the 1890s, the fleet was thereby kept at full strength. The next vessel to be added
was the 724onLiuHsing mdpnH 0> RSaA3IYSR o6& La/ Qa {dzLISNRAYy(Sy
Japan with gas tanks and fittings to supply a new generation of more reliablé lgasys and beacons

(NCH, 5 and 12/11/02).

The Imperial Maritime Customs came to an end with the Revolution of November 1911 but with no
more than a change of name the work was carriecasthe Chinese Maritime Customis 1921 the
trawler-like Chiang Lungvas delivered to serve as a light tender and survey vessel in the Lower
Yangtse. At the time of her launch in December 1920, it was reported that navigation in the Middle
section of the Yangtse between Hankow and Ichang was about to be brought undeo@ttC (NCH,
18/12/20). For coastal serge the bigHai Hsinglooking more like a naval corvette thammastoms or
lighthouse tenderwas deliveredn 1924by the New Engineering & Shipbuilding Co. Ltd, followed in
1931 by the near siste€hun HsingBriggs reports there was a thikessel irthe clasgname not

known) which sank after striking a submerged rock off Foochow.

At the end of 1928, after Chiang KaiK S 1 Q& Y deXafidnglistGoyeEhment had consolidated in
Nanking, the foreign powers agree tiestore tariff autonomy with effect from 1931, thereby
FoNRAFGAY3I GKS p2 YFEAYdzY GFNAFTF GKIFG KIFER FLILX A
restriction there had been little incentive for smuggling goods other than opium. Once the Nationalist
Govenment began to raise tariffs, however, there was a much greater incentive for smuggling. The
Maritime Customs, whichtil had the responsibility to collect the tariff revenue, was now given an
expanded remit to control smuggling. For that purpose, a new fleet of fast preventive cruisers was
ordered from the Kiangnan yard in Shanghhia Hsingand Fei Hsingboth 1932 were followed bya

further 13 substantial cutters under what was referred to as‘\@rpansion schent@or work on the

Yangtse, now under CMC jurisdiction as far as Szechmathertwo cutters, Shu Hsingnd Cha

Hsing were built fordeploymentin the Pearl River deltdan 1936a0 T 1 Q OF NH2 a KAL) 41| &
FU HSING converted to a gartrguipped mothership for up to 10 higgpeed antismuggling

motorboats.The oldLiu Hsind1902),L+Kin(1888),Chuen Tiag1888) andPing Ching1880) remained

in commissiorfor coastalighthousework.



From November 1937, CMC vessels were seized by the Jap&esewere commissioned into the

Imperial Japanese Navy but in general, CMC vessels were found to be unsuitable for ezeal
mercantileuse. 8me2 ¥ G KS Ff SSUO NBYFIAYSR Ay aSNIBAOS FTNRY
WST2NXYSR D2 @SNYYSy ana eviléntly Bverd undel siibsedpueni adriaistrations in
China At least two of the ship$oo Chi (1926) and & | {-clasQ (19333ould beseen in Shanghai in

the 1980s still continuing with CM§pe harbour dutiesWhile the requirement for customs work was
diminished by the Japanese occupatidharine Department workvasstill necessary.

Although extraterritorial treaty rights were revokdyy the Treaty of Chungking (1948)e Maritime
Customdureaucracy was m@ganisedafter August1945under an American Inspect@enera) with
much restructumgdue to the abolition of Treaty Portsut continuedinclusion of the Marine
Department. @astguard operations were revived in 194@h the allocation of fivevar-built
American minesweepeyand the fleet gradually built up

With the Communistevolution, the foreignexecutive relocated to Taiwan, whetigeir contracts were
terminatedin 1950andthe Republic of China Directorate General of Custbetsame a fully Chinese
staffed agency. It has continued work alsoas theMarine Departmenttoday probably making it
unique amongi K S ¢ @uddmR dldinistrations.

On the mainland, according to the Chinese Communist Party's poli€groplete acceptance and

gradual transformatio@the old Customservicecontinued until the early 1950svhen the name was
changed to the People's Customs Police F@reePF doubtless with ahen muchreduced scale of
revenueoperations due to the fall off in international tradi 1955, there were still nine customs

offices: Tientsin Tsingtag Shanghaii-oochow Amoy, Swatow Canton Kowloon, and&iangmen.In July
1957, the largest regional establishment, the Kowloon Customs Police Force, was officially abolished.
Eventuallythe PCPBecame part othe Customs General Administration of the People's Republic of
China Yao Kaiyang has noted that IMC/CMC was the only bureaucratic agency of the Chinese
government to operate continuously as an integrated entity from 1854 to 1950.

Only scarce details are known of tfaes of individual ships itme large fleetof the 1930sand late

1940s.No less than 20 C@Vessels were reported to have taken refuge in Hong Kong in 1949, but on
15 June 1950 these ships proceeded to Canton where they anchored off the Shaiaeklsingvas

sold in 1946 to the Ming Sung Industrial Co. Ltd for conversion to a mercantile vessel, subsequently
passing to the control of Taiwan before laying up in Hong Kong anddaeton Although deleted

FTNRY [ fgigté R Q0 fov Bck of any further report, she took on a new identity as the passenger
vesseMin Chu 8 subsequentlyGong Nong Bing,&nd was still in service as such in 1H®&o Chi

continued as the main fire float at Shanghai, surviving into the 198@s Hsingvas converted into

the ferry Golden Citypased in Hong Kong and Guangzhou, ewidentlylater in Taiwanremaining in

[t 28 RQa wénvedid 8 dzy 61 §t a0 (62 2F GKS TF-A98Bwek RYA N
decommissioned in Taiwan in 1962 and would have been brokeheup.

SourcesL a/ k/ al/ Q& o6&T I yiGAyS RALX 2YI 08 IyR LRfAGAOA

biographiesjncludingrecently by Donna Brunerémperial Cornerstone in China: the Chinese Maritime
Customs Service, 188949(2006), which also gives good insight into the social aspect imrewsy



Portcommunities, and Hans van der V@ieaking with the Past: The Maritime Customs Service and

the Global Origins of Modernity in Chi(2014). NHdzy SN2 Qa GKSaAa Aa | 00Saas
https://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/dspace/handle/2440/9253PheHistory of the Chinese

Maritime Customgoject coordinated2003-8 by Professor Robert Bickers at the University of Bristol
accessible viattps://researchrinformation.bris.ac.uk/en/projects/thehistory-of-the-chinese
maritime-customsservicel8541949 Associated ackground sources have been collated and can be
accessed viwww.chinafamilies.net/records/chinesmaritime-customsservice/ Extensive archives

are held at Harard University and may be accessed via
https://library.harvard.edu/collections/chinesenaritime-customs Papers and photographs collected

by William Wyles can be accessed at the University of Adelaide
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/special/mss/wylesTheFar East Small Craft Handbook

containing late1930s photographs may be accessetitijps://maritime.org/doc/id/oni208}-far-
easternsmaltcraft/index.php Hai Huan The Sea Gatley former CMC Master Christopher Briggs

MBE, published in 1997 by one of a numbg&former CMC personnel who settled in Western Australia
contains recollections and photographs, principally of the South China StmpdJniversity of Western

ldzZ& N f Al KEFE& &l asSi 27 hirBati¢hbripSyladnda@lopnidrisinA O G A
Taiwanhasbeen obtained from the works of Yao KaiyaAg authorized summary of developments on

the mainlandup to 1957may be foundat http://bbs.jying.cn/thread2246131-1.html.
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KUAHSING186807?)600displt/?68-8 (iron-sheathedpaddle steameri MT E oW QX wmp n K LJ
Built byKiangnan Arsendbr Viceroy of Nankingsoakframed/teak planked? R S & LJlI ((©®®t,0 2 I (0 Q
MCT QM§ ® QIO JarmEd withr 8oy 241b howitzed®r service on Yangts@4/6/68 launched

(name not giverbut Kiangnaryard#1 listed as TIERH] see WrightThe Chinese Steam Napyp. 334
as\unboatbfc n n (i X ™ wijth né&w bailer @ndeéndvated engine from i.p.8Varatah (256 51,

last reported mid11/67 laid up at Tungkad9gNCH, 25/7/68]NCH 1011/68rep.held by R.N. at

Nanking as suretfor actionagainst parties involved in the Ygamowanti-missionary rio{(9/68),

subsequently releasedNCH 12/12/68 repTaotaiof Shanghai dep. 6/12 by THK¥EI (sic) to Nankirtg

meet with Governor General Li Huegang.NFlof TIENCHI or TIEEI bu22/12/68 QHUA HSING

(Capt. Vassalsgp. arrived Shangh#éinusuallywithout port of departurg. By 3/69 rep. in service at
Shanghai as QUASHING (Capt. L.G. VasB#ll@)70 in service for IM@ow rep. as iroshulled

(possibly @dd by Kiangnan with plates frovaratahhulk). 1874Capt. Andersem command, 11/85

retires (NCH, 4/11/85)11/92 still in commission at Woosung as KWASHNNGH, 4/11/92 10/11rep.

moored off Yangtzepoo, Shanghai as HMEH, 14/10/11 Subsequently in use by IMC/CMC at

Nanking. NF[Note: The correspondence betweenth& A y S4S D2 @0 Qa WRS&aLJ (OK
was suggestedby Richard Wright in higersonalpapersbased orsomecircumstantial evidencdt is

supported byfurther material in NClthat begins reporting QHUA HSING/QUASHIINGe same

month that it ceases reporting TIEDHI/TIENKEwithout explanation Dimensionslo not match

exactlybut IMCmay havedonesome modifications, including iron claddipg.


https://www.ames.cam.ac.uk/publications/books/breaking-past-maritime-customs-service-and-global-origins-modernity-china
https://www.ames.cam.ac.uk/publications/books/breaking-past-maritime-customs-service-and-global-origins-modernity-china
https://digital.library.adelaide.edu.au/dspace/handle/2440/92534
https://research-information.bris.ac.uk/en/projects/the-history-of-the-chinese-maritime-customs-service-1854-1949
https://research-information.bris.ac.uk/en/projects/the-history-of-the-chinese-maritime-customs-service-1854-1949
http://www.chinafamilies.net/records/chinese-maritime-customs-service/
https://library.harvard.edu/collections/chinese-maritime-customs
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/special/mss/wyles/
https://maritime.org/doc/id/oni208j-far-eastern-small-craft/index.php
https://maritime.org/doc/id/oni208j-far-eastern-small-craft/index.php
http://bbs.jying.cn/thread-224613-1-1.html

WARATAH A NR Y LID& PSS mMcTPn E H/CRIOW ET KL YOKNE o6& /I ANR 3
Laid down 31/1/51 by Wm Denny, Dumbarton (#30) under-sotitract with Caird & Co., Glasgow for Hunter River

S.N. Co. Ltd, Sydney (jointly with #BdrraYarry f Aa i SR Ay 5Syyeé [A&adG & W21 NG
Greenock (withvarra Yarravia St Vincent, Ascension Is., Cape Tows281T/52) to Sydney (25/3). 4/4/52

commenced regular service for Australasian S.N. Co. Ltd from Sydney to Melbourne (sometimes via Twofold Bay,
Launceston). 19/6/62 after overhaul dep. Sydney for China (Capkldhd), 28/8 arr. Shangha&onsigned to

Augustine Heard & C8/11/62 in service to Ningpo (Moses & CAd/2/63 to 9/2/64 voyage to Nagasaki, after

which operating Shanghai/Ningpo/Foochow.k MHK c T | NN { KIFy3KFA FNRBY C220K2¢
2NJ OKF NISND 65F@AR {laaz2z2ys {2y&d 3 [/ 2d0® MMKpPpKCT RSLX
Shanghai and laid up, latterly at Tongkadoo. 16/11/67 last report in NCeleguéntly engines removed and

renovated for fitting in new KiangnamdzA f & WRSaLJ} GOK 62Fd0® bCL w{al 3 @I NA
dates].
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KUAHSING hulbt Nanklng(coll HedgelanﬂJoBHeO]:O65)

PENGCHAGHAI(18698?)c.600/769T n 6 O2 YL} aA UGS 3Jdzyo21 40X myn E Hn
.dZAf G AY K/ KAYEF F2NJLYLISNRFE / KAySaS bl @ge-ou E
General for use at Canton. MIB8S5 still in commission (London & China Telegraph, 26/5/85). NFI.

UnidentifiedChinesebuilt vessein Hong Kang areawarship Iaybut it CMthpe boas making a
candidate foPENGCHAGHAI(The Stewart Lockhart Photographic Archive, on loan from George
2 jazyQa /2t€tS83S (G2 GKS {O0O2i0GA&K bliAz2y

FEIHOO  (186902)o mpbkc ¢ 6 O2YLR &AGS 3FJdzyo2l X mondo E HnN
Built by ??? for IMC as FEI HOO-HKED, FEHO). By 10/70 in commission. 2/11/84 seized by French
off Taiwanfu and taken by prize crew to Keelung, eventually released. 1904 still in commission as

survey vessel. NFI.
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FEIHOO or LINGENGat Shanghaifrom a panorama)
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LINGFENG (186994)o mpk ccp 0 O2 Y LI AA UGS 3Fdzyo62+ G mondo E H
Built by ??? for IMC as LING FENG (BBRNBG). 2/94 at Boyd & Co. yard, Shanghai for conv. to hulk and

be moored off Customs House for use by IMC boatmen (repl&tmgodhulk in service since ¢.1864)

(NCH, 2/3 and 29/6/94). By 1912 in use at ShanghRivasPolice hullkat Pootung(NCH, 16/11/12)

still there in 1920s11/37 CMC fire float accommodation hulk at Pootung seized by Japanese, 1/38
returned (same hulk?NFI.






s g e ! T e
Still there in front of the HKSB buildirmpmpleted1923 (O.S.K. Guide 1929).

CUM FAc.1870) small river p.s.

Erected at Whampoa using parts brought from New York. 22/10/56 completed for Thomas Hunt & Co.,

US flag. [Haviland has a footnote probably owned by Capt. James B. Endicott, with Thos. Hunt & Co.,

mgrs.] During Angl€hinese war of 18567, mainly laid uptaMacao. 2/58 in river service. 4/5/59

pirated on passage to Macao. 1/67 reported laid up. Eventually became Chinese revenue cruiser at

Canton, equipped with 12pdr gun.

CUM FKPé:’:lbOdy Museum).
HAI-CHINGc.1870)

Former smuggler captured in 1865, incorporated into Canton fleet.



KWANG WA(c.188084) 615/58 (iss) A.G. Robinson, Corkydy A. & J. Inglis, Glasgow) [LURS86:

170.0 x 24.8]

Built for own account as BILBOA and 8/58 reg. at London. 10/58 sold to Amur Co., St Petersburg r. ST.
THEODOSIUS. By 4/61 in a service ShaNgimking on Yangtse. 4/62 first commercial vessel to arrive

at Hankow (A. Heard & Co.) (now 447 grt). 6/62 taMievsk. By 1864 owners Hogg & Co., Shanghai

as SOOCHOW. 5/64 in coastal service Shait}al 2/8/64 o/v HKShanghai in gale stranded on

Namoa Island, later salvaged and rebuilt at HK. Ca.1865 to Spanish flag for Philippine service as REINA,
then EMUY. $81870 in service HKmoyManila for Ynchausti & Cia as EMUY. 1887 sold to Chinese
Imperial Customs Service r. KWANG WAI. 1884 reverted to Ynchausti & Cia as EMUY on charter to
Chinese Govt to carry munitions and bullion Cart@iwan during FraneGhineseNar (188485).

30/3/85 last sailing ManikK. 5/85 reg. at HK to Chan U Fai r. SOOCHOW. 8/86 rereg. at HK to Tong
Pui/Tang Pin. 28/2/90 wrecked on Chingmai Point, Hainan Island. [Schell, ASNC, p59, n.331] [Last
sailing to HK 30/3/857]

| |
| Inches. | 16ths. |r
In Ship. In Ship p

iness 4242 T

llxickness(/ ik

thickness

.........

Stern section of BILBOA (later EMUY) as planned @ Rgdister Foundation).

PING CHIN(L8863?)819/80n O HMH E obp@3sk) H O& k mn n

Built by A. McMillan & Sons, Dumbarton (#224) for Olano, Larrinaga & Co., Liverpool (reg. Bilbao) as
JORGE JUAN. 4/83 sold to CMSSC r. AMATISTA. Late 1886 sold for $55,000 to Chinese Govt for use by
Chinese Maritime Customs, $32,000 expended on convetsibghtly armed revenue cruiser,

inspection vessel and lighthouse tender r. PING CHING. By 1934 in use as lighthouse tender based at
Amoy. Rep. 18/12/37 scuttled at Tsingtao but 20/10/38 still in service as lighthouse tender, 2nd officer
killed, 5 crew wanded when mistaken for Japanese vessel and fired upon from shore at Goodhope
Lighthouse near Swatowmpounded by Japan and returned to service as HEICHO MARU. 20/10/44
bombed and sunk off Amoy.
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Early PING CHING, open bridge (CMC colln, UoB ID 22951).
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“I:NG.CHING in 18Bhanghai photograpic panorama Iby‘ng Ta(Bennet coll.
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PING CHING (Banister/Harvard).



https://www.adelaide.edu.au/library/special/mss/wyles/

FEECHEU (1887190?)1034/8%c OHHAN®n E oH®MQS ¢o 00

Built by Wm Doxford & Sons, Sunderland (#171) for IMC as armed transport andayainlfor

provincial governor of Taiwan (IMC manager/operator) as FEE CHEU @B30@siOWLEECHEU,
FEECHIU), 22/6 reg. at London. Based at Foochow and Taiwan. After 1895 t/f to IMC. 1906 RLR but
11/1908 at Amoy as transport FEECHEW. NFI.

Probably Fee Cheu (1887). Flush dack for cable laying,
sponsons amidships for the 6in guns, and a fighting top
on the after mast.

FEECHEU: Richd Wright sketchshowing a differentpossibly lengthenedppearancewith comment

CHUEN TIAO (18881941) 379/880 06 M p p @ Asc, E3cy1gkdpy\@allsend Slipway Co.)

Built by Sir W.G. Armstrong, Mitchell & Co. Ltd, Newc&8é4)F 2 NJ La/ | YR | N¥YSR 6A
two 3pdrs (NCH, 9/6/88)By 1930s employed in argimuggling patrol in Yangtse moutt2/3/31

rescued survivors from burning river §ta Chie2/6/32 3rd officer and 3 crew killed in pirate attack off
2223dzy3d mcpnn adAftt Ay O2Y¥WMESTWtadat HoigKengl6/43/ 2 I & (G &
refloated by Japanese salvors r. SONJO MARU [SONJO is Japanese reading of CHUEN.TIAQO]

15/8/43 reg. as special salvage shigt used from later in war as transpoft5/4/45 mined18 km off

Woosung Lighthousm dense fogon voy. AmoyShanghai, troops & equipmerjGtarkeSchell S.Kizu].



Possible CHUENAD (centrekpssisting in the salvage of destroyer HMS TAKU in the
Torpedo Depot Camber, Kowloon, after the typhoon of September 1906 (Internet).

LI KIN(188847?) 270/880 6 M 0 p ® Asc, E3cyd2ontphR By Wallsend Slipway Co.)

Built by Sir W.G. Armstrong, Mitchell & Co. Ltd, Newcastle (#515) for IMC as LiK{NN [ILKIN) and
armed with two 3pdrs, four 2 pdrd930s based at Hong Kong, 1933 @mtiuggling voyage to Hainan.
mpnn adAtt Ay O2YYAaai APvsiblseifed by Bapan And EedoSsiiuntad ag A
salvage tuiNINOSHIMA MARU} exRIKINoHdp 3ANLE mnp E omMQO GKA
Japarand allocatedSCAJAP No. N1AB50 returned to Nationalist China, Nfdriginal llzA f RS N a LJ
viewable athttp://tynebuiltships.co.uk/l-Ships/Li_Kin20888.|pg.

RS
OK



http://tynebuiltships.co.uk/L-Ships/Li_Kin2L-1888.jpg

LI KIN at Hoﬁg Komigcoratedwith many flags, including a Royal Navyténsign amitalor (Henry Rue/
UoB HR0OD30/https://hpcbristol.net/visual/HR01030).

“NINOSHIMA MAprstwar(P Cundall/U.S. National Archives).



KAl PAN  (1888c.20 270/880 6 m o p ® Asc, E3cydonhp@(R By Wallsend Slipway Co.)
Built by Sir W.G. Armstrong, Mitchell & Co. Ltd, Newc#s8&6)for IMC as KAI PAN (K2AN) and
armed with two 3pdrs, four 2 pdrs. May 1917 still in commissi®@20 listed for The Admiralty (L.R.).
122 sold taSuleiman Tarmohamed, Bomhayame spelt KAIPAN924 sold toL. E. Lanier, Port
Victoria, Seychelles AIGLON. 1925 sold Massinot & Théry, Diego Suar@b/12/26 wrecked near
DiegoSuarez[StarkeSchell] ‘

KAI PANh servicgcoll. HedgelandJoBHe01025).



AL

e e i

gt _"'_f:\. o AT
ese school pair(ttan

= A TRt

LIKINor KAl PANlying the Qing ensign in a Chin g Kong MaritimAe“Museum).

POO TOQ1895M b KU M 0 K y 0-scoCPay/@fnhpE M dpPo QT H

Built by Vulcan Iron Works Co. Ltd, Hull Yorkshire Steam Trawling & Fishing Co. Ltd, Scarborough as
trawler PRINCE ALFRED. 1884 sold to William D. Johnston, Montrose. 17/4/86 wrecked 2nm. N. of
Stonehaven (5 lives), later salvaged by Ardrossan S.Befittedr then 1888 reg. to Ceylon S.S. Co.

Ltd, London. 1893 sold to H.H. Cunningham, Shanghai r. POO FC835#®sted as reg. Chinese
Imperial Maritime Customs. By 11R02 Chinese Govt, Nanking. RLR 1907. NFI.

LIU HSING190244) 724/02¢p 6 M con ® Asc, E3c78 Whp QX  H

Built by Kawasaki D.Y. Co., K¢#&6)for IMC with gas tanks and supply fittings (NCH, 5/11/023.7

under Japanese control, operating as RYUSEI (Japanese reading of ndhe}ill 4h station at

Shanghai (NCH, 30/4/4D4/1/44 bombed and sunk by USAAF aircraft in 26.44N 120.04E (off Santiao,
China).

LIUSIN@\ 1905 (ntrnet, ow added by SK



LIU HSING (19-34 S-hanaai panorama).

TANCHNG (1910?7?) 500/10 steam powereh T p dnompn®no E Hp®nQ dnn &
Built by Kiangnan D Y., Shanghal (#94) .

.
{:

‘Probabulpe TAN CHING (Yao Kaiyang sketch).



MACAO (1???2??)No details
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CHIANG LUNG  (1921-22)???2/21 (126 E  H m-StdiQcy/12kK)
Built by New Eng. & S.B. Co. Ltd, Shanghai as light terdsywer Yangtse24/2/21 trials (12k)3/3 in
service, to be based at Kiukiang (NCH, 18/12/20, 5/3/21).

CHIANG.UNGN the period1921-28 (Wright p.192).



CHWAN TUN@E923K KO 2NA 3P MpykHM odn E mMcQX nHaOz aGSlIy
Laid down by Yarrow & Co., Scotstoun as lights tender and surveying vessel for Yangtse Middle River
odzi FFUGSNI @I NR Oft2aSR Mopum O2YLIX SGSR a /121 b ¢
18/5/23 reg. Shanghai. NFI.

HAIHSING (1924460 MdCc AKHN OHC NseAT8cy/PPR)PN0O E oy ®n QT H
Built by New Engineering & S.B. Co. Ltd, Shanghai for Chinese Maritime Customs as lighthouse and
buoy tender HAI HSINGeized by Japan r. KAISEI. Survived war and recovered (probably at
Shanghai)1946 sold to Ming Sung Industrial Co., Chungking and 1947 conv. tepaagship r. MING
CHUNG operating Shanghai/Tientsin/Hong Kong/Guangzhou/Keelung. 10/49 in LRiclass
Keelung for Ming Sung. 12/4950 at Yaumati, Hong Kong. 18/6/50 sailed Hong Kong to Shanghai. r.
TIEN WAN HSING. 1954 taken over by SMB r. MIN CHU 8. 1/57 and 2/57 assisted in carrying Chinese
New Year traffic Shanghai/Ningpo. 10/58 in regular servid@iaongkou (Shantung). 1967 r. GONG
NONG BING 8, 1978 t/f to Dalian Navigation Bureau, NFI. (RLR 1974 as MIN CHU PA).
[http://www.shtong.gov.cn/node2/node2245/node67421/node67426/node67459/
userobjectlai64416.html also Taiwan site at http://60.250.180.26/ss/6242.html]
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MIN CHU 8 as reconstructed (Talbot Booth).



HSIA KUANGL1926?7) 170 displ.26 2-sc. steanmsupplyshipMH p 6 MH A3 E H N1 Q
Built byKiangnan D.YShanghaj#513).

POO CHI  (19267?) 243 displ./26 sige sc.quarantineshipMMc ®Tp O MBTDIAY 0 E HHC
Built byKiangnan D.YShanghai (#522¢r fumigation work. 1932 conv. by New Eng. & S.B. Works to

fire float, 27/12/32 recomm. fostation at Pootung busoon toJinkee Road pontood/36 relocated

to PootungPoint mooring adjacent to loweRiver Police hulkl1/37 seized by Japanese at Shanghai,

1/38 returned to CMC (NCH, 30/1/38)mk oy LJ | OSR dzy@RE Nia@tagESICHNY SR D2
9/11/38) and continued duties under successive administrations. 1980s still in sendee name

SljdzAa @1 £ Sy (i diA2NBY 2 @il PghHihdAeRéer evidentFl.

.

Hre floatPOO CHI after conversion, demonstrating her action (coll. SK).

P CICe

o

e

PO CI in DecembeF 1937 (NCH).
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POO CHI at regulppst-1936mooring at Pootung Point (from a Japanese postcard).
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E-POO CHI| /hbtoéraph d from the Shanghai Bund park 1880. Bow numeral seems to kY coll. SK*).
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Ex-POO Cl-ﬂiringhosesalongside Bun&arden pgsﬂ980 Peggy Ferroa’;hinalstpub. 199).



(name not known)(c.19300 KO Odmdnnk oK 0O ksc TP pc dnv E Hy dnQ:
Built by New Engineering & S.B. Co. Ltd, Shanghai. Reported lost early after striking a sunken rock off

Foochow. NF[Source: Briggs p.130.]

CHUN HSINGHUEN HSING  (19314?)c.190k oM O HC n ®n 0 5@, d3byi2?k) E Hy dn QX
Built by New Engineering & S.B. Co. Ltd, Shanghai3l71&unched used as a lighthouse tender.

Broke out of Yangtse at beginning of Japanese attack on Shanghai and fled to Hong Kong. 12/41
scuttled at Hong Kong. Salved by Japanese Forces and allocated to IJN a&KAITOKU MARWUIFI.

CHUN HG (Banister/Harvard).

HUA HSING  (1932-4?)592 displi32-M 1 6 mny ®n 6 m-sc/ Weyli2.3#5k erctrigls QX H
Built byKiangnan D.YShangha{#651) 8/6 launched, 12/10 trial8ased at Chefod.2/41 believed
seized by Japanese forces and became IJN communications vessel r. KANEL.[Ice-strengthened]

HUA HSING (Virtual Shanghai).



FEI HSING (19324?)592 displi32-mn 6 mny ®n 6 mscj Beyll2vk) Hec dn QX
Built byKiangnan D.YShanghaj#652) 6/7 launched, 10/11 trialsAssigned to Kowloon protective
fleet, operated east of Hong KontR/41 captured by Japan at Hong Kobhggcame HISE(same
charactersthen 10/10/42 comm. in IJN as as TENKAI No.8dmms. and observatiovessel).
11/43 convto training vessel for Yokohama harbour guard corps.-B&E under control oSCAJAP
Civilian Merchant Marine Committe ENKAI MARU No.825 grt, SCAJAP No.T108f.

ARHAHENTS{ 1 SXbaqun
. SEVERAL

DISPT. ABOUT 625 ToN5

[IMS TENKAI No.3 (Lt. Cmdr. Shizuo Fukui)

H



TEHHSING (1932n KO MO OHK OH OSE Btead/770ship/1E8K)o H QT  H

Built byKiangnan D.YShanghaj#669) based at Shangha/37 escapedo Hong Kongl2/41 suttled
at Hong Kongsalved and allocated to IJN as auxiliary gunboat NANYO. Sunk 25/12/43 by USAAF
bombers in Mashi Tao (Mazu Is) anchordbép://www.combinedfleet.com/nanyo_t.htnj

%
—

TEH HSING (U@Biomas Johns/JsOQ/https://hpcbristol.net/isua/esoa.

).

TEH HSINttp://www.krzzjn.com/show1339106800.htm).

S

LIENHSING  (19324?)1032/32220¢® &0 Sl YaKAL) omMmTnomcny E OHQ ™
Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#670). NFI.

HUO HSINGHOHSING)  (193241)1032/3222 O0d &GSl YAKAL) 6mTtnomcno E
Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#671). 12/41 sunk at Hong Kong but salved early 1944 and returned
to service as transport  HOSHIN MARU. 25/7/44 bombed and sunk 82km S of Jieshi Wan in 22.00N
115.50E.


http://www.combinedfleet.com/nanyo_t.htm
https://hpcbristol.net/visual/Jo-s09
http://www.krzzjn.com/show-1339-106800.html
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HAI CHENG (193347)443 displ./33 2sc. steam antsmuggling vessel (136.75(128.75) 225

1055shp12.56Kk)

Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#674). Seized by Japan unknown date, became Communication Ship
KAICH@same charactersEvidently transferred to Reformed Govt and shown in Chinese register.

30/8/45 returned.

HAlclass no.18 (name not known) at Shanghai (Coll./edit SK).

HAI AN (19334?) 443 displ./33&c. steamantét Ydza33f Ay3d @SaasSft o6mMocdTpo
12.56Kk)
Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#675). NFI.



HAI YAN  (193347?)443 displ./33 2sc. steam antsmuggling vessel (136.75(128.75) Q25

1040shp12.65Kk)

Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#676). Seized by Japan unknown date, became Communication Ship
KAIANsame charactersEvidently transferred to Reformed Govt and shown in Chinese register.

30/8/45 returned.

HAI CHING  (193347?)443 displ./33(anti-smuggling vess&36.75(128.75) x 25&sc.

Seam/1045shp12 5k)

Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#677). Seized by Japan unknown date. Became Communication Ship
and Tug KAISHlsame charactersEvidently transferred to Reformed Govt and shown in Chinese
register. 30/8/45 returned.

WEN HSING  (193347?)340 displ./33(anti-smuggling vessel43.0(135.0) x 230N/ 1400bhg

14.9k)

Built byKiangnan D.YShanghai (#678)5/11/37 seizedby Japarat Kinleeyuan Wharf, Shanghand
commissioned into IJN as BUNSEI (same characters), used as tender to minesweepers but Fukui
reportsby 1941no longer operationalLater became a Communications Vessel (also called a Utility
ship).1945 rep. as sunk cause unknown (probably AB) in unknown locatidyyld¢49 operating
passenger service out of Hong Kong to West River district of Kwangtung Pra@steold to Ng Ping,
Hong Kong, conv. to merchant ship r. GOLDEN CIT{Cantonese GAM SENG, mandaimCHENG)
1954 sold to Oversea Navigation Co., Ltd., Hong Kong. 1958 sold to Tai Shing Shipping Co., Ltd., Hong
Kong. 1960 sold to Yau Wing Co., Ltd., Hong Kong. 1961 sold to Au Ming Sueng, Taiwan, NFI. 1992
NEBY2ZSR FTNRBY [f28RQa wS3aAradSN®

—— .3 -

WEN HSIN@nd YUN HSIN@&ere built for use on the Yangt (Richard Wright drawing).



WEN HSING () at Ping On Wharf, HongK194reparing for a voyage to SantahoveKiangmen,
Kwangtung ProvinceGun still mounted, tip of bow cut off, presumablyamal turning in Yinchou Hu creek
https://www.shipsnostalgia.com/media/le&diong.422419)/.

On the Pearl River in PRC servmgh(China Pictoriab/61).


https://www.shipsnostalgia.com/media/lee-hong.422419/

YWN HSING  (193347?)340 displ./33(anti-smuggling vessdl43.0(135.0) x 230N/ 1400bhg

14.9k)

Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#6X937 seized on Yangtse, t/f to IINUNSEI ( )ratedas a

survey ship and then a communications (utility) ship. In 1944 rerated a transport between Shanghai
and Japan. After refitting at Kure in 1944 allocated to Osaka Naval Transportation Department. 9/45

recovered in Japan, allocate@8JAMN0.UO23, used aferry UNSEI MARbBbetween Kobe and Sumoto.
NFI.
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UNSEI MARU operating for Kansai Kisen between Kobe and Sumotd (P. Cundall/US. National Archives).

SHU HSING/SOO HSIRG (19334?) 235displ33 (antra Ydz33f Ay 3 @SaaStaxMmnp o,
(M.A.N.J1400bhp/13.6Kk)

Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#68B)JU HSING: Seized by Japanese unknown location [Hong
Kong??], allocated to IJN became auxiliary submarine chaser SHUKUSEI MARU. Recovered at

Hainan Island 8/45. NHBriggs says capable of 15 knots but at full speed the white metal in the
bearings would collapse.]

SOO HSIN@unnel possibly edited talldFar Eastern Review).
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SO0 HSING (Christopher Briggs).
CHAHSING  (19334?)234 displ./33 (ant& Ydza 3t Ay3d ©@S&aaSts mnpodndmorTd
13.6k)

Built byKiangnan D.YShanghai (#6811)1/12/37 beached at Castle Peak after chased and holed by a
Japanese destroyer, crew ashore, vessel towed back into Chinese waters and prize crew placed aboard
(NCH, 15/12/37)NFI.




CHA HSING abHgKong, differing fromW & A SGOSHSING in having porthaéswo levels
(coll. Thomas Johns UoBsItlhttps://www.hpcbristol.net/visual/jos1]).
2. AAGS O02YYSyidzI LINRolofeée 2y GKS olaira 2F LIK20G2
or SHU (SOOQO) HSING, a shallow draft customs cruiser built with diesel engines, for use in
the Canton Delta. The caption on the original pr@LP.S. HAIPING & A Yy O2 NNB Ol ®¢
Why America and China Will Be Enduring Rivalswhy America and China Will Be Enduring Rivals

CHA HSING &atong Kon@pprox.1937-38, funnel not easily discernable (coll. Hutchinson family/
UoB Hnrd-047/https://hpcbristol.net/visual/Hrd047).

HAI PING  (19334?)395displ./33Manti YdzZ33f Ay 3 @SaasSt, 800bkpl3.2Bk) 0 MH hP
Built byKiangnan D.YShanghai (#68.By 1939 based at Hong Komglieved scuttled Hong Kong
12/41- no record of salvage.

— -— —

HAI PING class motbrship '(coII. SK).

HAIHUI (193347?)395 displ./33M anti-smuggling vessel (137.8(129.8) x 2800bhp 12k).
Built by Kiangnan D.Y., Shanghai (#688jzed by Japanese foras  KAIK[same charactersNFI.
[Cundali HAIseries ships appear to have been transferre®Reformed Gov{Chinese register))


https://www.hpcbristol.net/visual/jo-s11
https://hpcbristol.net/visual/Hn-d047
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AN HWA(1943p n0 HYy p K 0 p-scoTday,pasd) HH QX H

Built by Kiangnan Dock & Eng. Works, Shanghai for Chinese Maritime Customs, Shanghai as AN HWA.
By 1943 on charter to CMSNC. ¢.1945 CMSNC owners. 1949 taken over by PRC, presume 1950 t/f to
CPSNC. RLR 1993/94, NFI.

FUHSING (1936T 0 oynmMkmn o6ocldgig7T8kE pmQU ¢o00& wmH]

Built byWm. Gray & Co., Ltd., West Hartlepool (#843) for F. C. Svorono & E. di Pollone, Novorossisk as
DRUJBA (DRUZHBA ~ _xs 0 ® okMmMp (02 mMdbdmd NBIljd o0& L W2AENRI §
1920sold to AngleGrecian Steam Trading Co. Ltd (C. Doresa & Co.), London r. KODRUS. 1926 sold to
Sutton Shipping Co. Ltd (E. M. Trattles), London r. ULLESMERES arrived Shanghai from
Sunderlandreportedly for breakingip but sold to CMC, conv. to mothership for up to 10 highspeed
anti-smuggling motorboats. FU HSING, gantry crane fitted, superstructure built up. 8/37 during

Battle of Shanghahelled and captured by 1IN cruisggzumog KSy C! |1 {LbDQ&a Y2{2NI
mistaken for Chinese torpedo boptao Kaiyang] but evidently returned to CMC control. 15/11/37
taken over by IJN when moored at Kinleeyuan WHekf37 commissioned by IIJN as special work ship
HAKUSA . 20/2/38 redesignated special surveying ship, refittegd Mitsubishi H.I., Yokohama.
1/5/44 re-designated special work ship5/9 conversion to repair ship completed at Kui#jng twin
posts with 2 x 20t derricks forward of new tripod mainmdg€l/3/45 re-designated special transport.
30/5/45 s/t by US&obia(SS245) in 8.56N105.37E, 30 noff Indochina coasb/v SingaporeSaigon,

8/6 sunk [War movements dtttp://www.combinedfleet.com/Hakusa_t.htrh [StarkeSchell, Yao
Kaiyang, S. Kiz6&. FukyiThe China Pred$/11/37].



http://www.combinedfleet.com/Hakusa_t.htm

FUH HING as HAKUSA with AA guns (Yao Kaiyang).



DISPT. 4,199 Tows, (&T 3, 841ToNS)

SPEED. 1137 KNOTS.
( ONLY 1.3 KNOTS AFTER CONVERSION TO

25%Y PAS,

2227 DERRICKS

(AS SURVEY\N& SHIR] A SECTION ATAR.

IIMS HAKUSA (Lt. Cmdr Shizuo Fukui).

HENG HO (c.193647) details unavailable

Built for Chinese Navy, Canton as gunddat CHOW . 16/8/37 while under maintenance at South

China Dock and Engineering Co. broke adrift in typhoon and washed ashore c.5am at Ping St, Kowloon.
Subsequently commissioned by CMC as HENG HO NFI. Iittps://gwulo.com/media/19452.



http://www.combinedfleet.com/Hakusa_t.htm
https://gwulo.com/media/19452
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HAI CHOW égrouﬁd—at Ko@loon. Possible CMC-:fI

Disarednd newly repainted HENG HO at Hong Kong, 19?Iternet).


https://www.krzzjn.comshow-1339-106800.html/

YUNG CHUNL946¢ H 0 c c N RA & LIMEKACES53$LPshpd4o8KRE 0 0 Q

Built by Willamette Iron & Steel Corp., Portland (Or), 23/7/45 comm¥ bsR Y A NJ anineSweeport | a &
USS GAVIA (ABB3). 29/5/46 decom. and t/f at Shanghai to CMC r. YUNG CHUN (AM52), 1949
relocated to Taiwan. 1/6/62 decom and struckNFI.

YUNG CHUN &ai$SS GAVIA (navsource prg

YUNG HSINGLO46K KO ccn  RA & LV 2sbMco 5801 0M0shpl8kp E 00 Q
Built by American Shipbuilding Co., Lorain 25/4/45 comm?4asR Y A NJ oiheSweepdrfUSS &

EMBATTLE (ARRG6). 29/5/46 decomm. and t/f at Shanghai to CMC, r. YUNG HSING (A7). 1950s still
existing in Taiwan but NFI.
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